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Central African Republic 


Prime Minister Announces New Government 


AB2003 193091 Bangui Domestic Service 
in French 1800 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[Official statement by Prime Minister Edouard Frank in 


Bangui on 20 March on decree appointing members of 


the government—live or recorded] 


[Text] The president of the Republic and head of state. 
considering the Constitution of 28 November 1986 
modified by Constitutional Act No. 91001 of 10 March 
1991: considering Decree No. 91076 of 16 March 199} 
relating to the appointment of the prime minister and 
head of government and the powers of the prime min- 


CENTRAL AFRICA 1 
Energy. Mines, Geology, and Water Octave Cossi-Goudegbe 
Resources 
Social Affairs Antoinette Teguedere 


Finance in charge of Commerce. Industry. Small and Medium-Sized 
Enterprises Jean-Marie Bioka 


Scientific and Technical Research | (Dakin Mandassayili Kata) 


ister and head of government, decrees: 


Ariicle |: The personalities whose names follow have 
been appointed members of government: 


Minister of. 


Foreign Affairs 


Laurent Gomina-Pampali 


Economy. Planning. [words indis- 
tinct} International Cooperation 


Thierry Bingaba 


Justice and Keeper of the Seals 


Jean Kpwoka 


Public Security and Territorial 
Administration 


Ismaila Nimaga 


Higher Education in charge of 
Advanced Training and Scientific 
Research 


Jean-Mariw Bassia 


Primary. Secondary, and Technical 
Education in charge of Youth & 


Sports 


Transport, Civil Aviation, Post and 
Telecommunications 


Etrenne Goye Mide 


Pierre Gonifes-( casbonanou 


Finance, Commerce, Industry. and 
Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises 


Auguste Tene Kocvoua 


Rural Development 


Casimir Amakpoo 


Public Works and Territorial Devel- 
opment 


Dicudonne Nana 


Energy. Mines. Geology. and Water 
Resources 


Edouard Akpekabou 


Communvcations, Arts, and Culture 


Tony Da Sils 7 


[Word indistinct] Fishing. and 
Tourism 


Raymond Mbitikon 


Public Health and Social Affairs 


Genevieve Lombilo 


Civil Service, Labor, Social Security. 
and Vocational Training 


Christian-Bernard Y amale : 


Minister in charge of General Secre- 
tariat of Government and Relations 
With Parhament 


Timothee Marboua 


Secretary of State for 

Foreign Affairs Jules Kouale-Y aboro . 
Defense . Alphonse Rehote — 
Public Security and Territoral Augustin Mbanda 
Administration 


\rticle 2: The present decree, which takes effect on the 
date it 1s signed, will be recorded and published in the 
Official Gazette. 


Issued in Bangui on 20 March 1991 


{Signed} Andre Kolingba 


Gabon 


New Parliamentary Elections ‘Next Week’ 


ABISO3184091 Paris AFP in English 1724 GM1 
IS Mar 91 


[Text] Libreville, March 18 (AFP)—New elections will 
take place next week for five parliamentary seats where 
results in last October's legislative elections have been 
invalidated for alleged irregularities. Two of the seats 
concerned were won by the ruling Gabonese Democratic 
Party (PDG). two by the opposition National Rally of 
Lumbermen (RNB) and the fifth by the opposition 
Gabonese Socialist Union (USG). One is held by Posts 
and Telecommunications Minister Jean-Remy Pendy- 
Bouyiki. The first round will take place on March 24 
with a second round a week later. The results of the 
October poll were invalidated by the Supreme Court 
because of “failure to observe certain conditions and 
rules” of the electoral code. 


The RNB. led by Father Paul Mba Abessole, has called 
for a boycott of the by-elections which it says will be a 
“farce” as long as the “PDG-State refuses to satisfy 
conditions of an open poll.” The RNB called for a “ban 
on the transfer of people from one constituency to 
another” and for “the presence of foreign observers.” In 
October the PDG, formerly the only party, won an 
absolute majority in parliament with 64 seats compared 
to 56 to the opposition. 


Reportage on President Bongo's Visit to France 
W42003 18599] 


For reportage on the visit by President Omar Bongo to 
France, including reports on his talks with President 
Francois Mitterrand, please see the France section of the 
20 March West Europe DAILY REPORT and subse- 
quent issues. 
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Rwanda 


Fresh RPF Rebel Attack Reported 18-19 Mar 


AB2003 135091 Paris AFP in English 1257 GMT 
20 Mar 91 


[Text] Kigali, March 20 (AFP)}—Rebels of the Rwandan 
Patriotic Front [RPF]} this week attacked the village of 
Cyanika on the border with Uganda, but were driven 
back by government troops, Radio Rwanda reported 
Wednesday. The government radio said the incursion 
overnight Monday lasted for less than an hour. No 
Casualties were mentioned. 
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An armed “gang” from Uganda infiltrated the Rugenda- 
bari region close to the border overnight last Saturday 
[16 March]. stabbing three civilians including the local 
agricultural engineer to death, the radio also said. The 
group of some 20 men all wore Ugandan Army uniforms 
and looted the homes of their victims, the radio said. 


Rwandan President Juvenal Habyarimana last week 
offered an amnesty to the rebels, who invaded from 
Uganda last October. Many of them were Ugandan 
Army deserters from Rwanda’s minority Tutsi clan. 
Hundreds of thousands of Tutsis have grown up in exile 
since the majority Hutus took power amid tribal blood- 
shed in the late 1950s, before independence. 
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Ethiopia 


Gonder, Gojam Residents ‘Resisting’ TPLF 


EA1903 184591 (Clandestine) Voice of Ethiopia on 
the Path to Democracy in Amharic 0400 GMT 
19 Mar 91 


[Text] It has been disclosed that the people are resisting 
the Weyane [Tigray People’s Liberation Front, TPLF]- 
EPRDF [Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Democratic 
Front] imposed (?administrative) structure in towns in 
Gonder and Gojam. In the recently captured areas in 
Gonder and Gojam, which the TPLF-EPRDF claim to 
totally control, the inhabitants are showing their oppo- 
sition in various ways. On the other hand, news received 
from the area indicates that the people are rejecting 
administrative shengos, committees, et cetera, imposed 
by the TPLF-EPRDF in various towns from Gonder 
town to Debre Markos. 


In another event, in an opposition rally held in Bahir Dar 
town againsi the TPLF-EPRDF, some of the placards 
carried indicated that the TPLF took Tigrinya-speaking 
polytechnic students at night by force. On the other 
hand, the Shabiyyah [Eritrean People’s Liberation 
Front] said in a broadcast yesterday that it has deployed 
Eritrean students on the Eritrean battlefield. These stu- 
dents were taken from Gonder and Bahir Dar poly- 
technic in collaboration with the TPLF. The fact that 
Tigrinya-speaking students have been picked up at night 
has angered and disturbed the Bahir Dar town residents, 
according to students coming from that town. 


More on Opposition to TPLF 


EA1903 185091 (Clandestine) Voice of Ethiopia on 
the Path to Democracy in Amharic 0400 GMT 
19 Mar 91 


[Text] The people in the liberated areas have been 
expressing their opposition to the Weyane's [Tigray 
People’s Liberation Front, TPLF] war maneuvers and 
tendencies of hostility in various meetings they have 
held. The people living in areas of Gonder and Gojam 
Organized and controlled by the Ethiopian People’s 
Revolutionary Party [EPRP] are holding discussions in 
administrative shengos, peasant associations, and other 
forums. News received from these areas also indicates 
that the people have [word indistinct] active participa- 
tion, through their own commanders, to defend towns 
and areas from any atrocities and offensives by 
deploying with EPRP (forces). 


The Dergue and similar reactionary forces, such as the 
TPLF, have been claiming that the people have held 
support rallies in the areas controlled by them and that 
they have passed various resolutions in their support, 
even on very trivial issues. But the EPRP and the people 
in the liberated areas do not accept such exercises, which 
are tiresome to the Ethiopian people, i.c., rallies that 
Only voice support, and conceal sentiments of opposi- 
tion. We do not even intend to hold rallies for genuine 
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reasons. Rather. the people in (?our) various arcas 
express their support or opposition through decent 
public meetings and practical deeds. In this vein, the 
people have continued to strengthen their activites in 
this regard and particularly warn the TPLF to desist 
from its hostile attitude and warmongering. 


Ministry Confirms Jewish Emigration Resuming 


£.4A1903192691 London BBC World Service 
in English 1709 GMT 19 Mar 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] They are off again! The airlift of Ethiopian Jews, 
the Falashes. which was mysteriously suspended three 
weeks ago, is to begin again, and more thousands of 
Falashes, who have been leaving for Israel since last 
November, will be able to complete the exodus. The 
airlift began in earnest after a diplomatic rapprochement 
between Ethiopia and Israel. Amazingly halted, there 
was speculation that Ethiopia was putting pressure on 
Israel to supply more military hardware for its fight 
against the new rebel offensive in northern Ethiopia. On 
the resumption of the Falasha flights, (Abraham Fesaha) 
telexed this report from Addis Ababa: 


[Begin announcer recording] A senior official from the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs confirmed today that the 
immigration process has been resumed and would soon 
be in full swing. According to the Ethiopian authoriiies, 
the process had been halted due to what were called gross 
and repeated irregularities made by agencies and indi- 
viduals. The repatriation process had therefore been 
stopped in the last week of February. 


The process of repatriation had included the filling-in of 
forms by the Falashes in both Israel and Ethiopia, and 
the authorities say that the irregularities might have 
involved the improper filling-in of these forms. As for 
the speculation [that] the exercise was suspended 
because the Ethiopian Government was demanding 
more arms in exchange for the Falashes, the spokesman 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs called the speculation 
slanderous and contrary to the gesture of goodwill that 
the Ethiopian Government was making. 


The repatriation program was benefitting thousands of 
Ethiopian Jews who wanted to join their families who 
had left the country clandestinely in 1984. In January 
and February, about 2,000 black Jews had left for Israel, 
and there was a good deal of speculation that the 
remaining 10,000 Falashes would make the trip to Israel 
by the end of this year. 


The Israeli Embassy in Addis Ababa maintains a news 
blackout on the affair and they have refused to answer 
any of my inquiries. However, | have been talking to a 
number of Falashes, who are among the thousands 
waiting to emigrate. The first man I spoke to was 72-year 
old Bahani Waldai. He told me that he had been waiting 
for the past 16 months with his wife and three children. 
He told me that he had hoped to leave in the first week 
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of March, but it never happened. When | asked him if he 
knew anything about the government's claim of irregu- 
larities, he told me: | 2m illiterate. | know nothing. But 
what I do know, he said, is that | was informed yesterday 
that I have to be ready to go to Israel. 


Another Falashe, 26-year old Yet Barak. told me that he 
had heard rumors of irregularities but could confirm 
nothing. He said that although he was not among those 
who had been told to stand by to leave, he was confident 
that the immigration process would restart. A Falashe 
woman told me: | have no idea what you are talking 
about. Anyhow. she said, | am looking forward to joining 
my father and two of my children in Israel soon. [end 
recording} 


Minister Holds Talks With Czechoslovak Envoy 


EA1903180391 Addis Ababa in English to 
Neighboring Countries 1530 GMT 18 Mar 91 


[Text] Comrade Tesfaye Dinka, alternate Politburo 
member of the WPE [Workers’ Party of Ethiopia] Cen- 
tral Committee, deputy prime minister, and minister of 
foreign affairs, today held talks in his office with the 
three-member delegation led by Mr. (Martin Palos). vice 
minister of foreign affairs of the Federal Republic of 
Czechoslovakia. 


The talks centered on bilateral relations and issues of 
mutual interest as well as on topical regional and inter- 
national matters. The delegation was bricfed on the 
current situation in Ethiopia. This included measures 
taken so far by the Ethiopian Government to resolve 
peacefully the problem in the northern part of the 
country and the coordinated new offensive mounted by 
the EPLF [Eritrean People’s Liberation Front] and 
Weyane [Tigray People’s Liberation Front] group 
against the unity and sovereignty of the country and the 
all-round struggle under way to foil the conspiracy. 


The Czechoslovak delegation arrived here yesterday for 
a one-day working visit. 


Kenya 


President Moi Addresses Parliament 19 Mar 


FEA2003 102791 Nairobi Domestic Service 
in English 1200 GMT 19 Mar 91 


[Speech by Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi inaugu- 
rating the fourth session of the sixth Parliament in 
Nairobi on 19 March—live or recorded] 


[Excerpts] [passage omitted] Mr. Speaker. at the end of 
the last session of parliament | requested honorable 
members to organize meetings in their constituencies to 
explain government and party policies to the people. | 
followed closely the progress of those mectings. Obvi- 
ously, they should not be seen as a one-for-all exercise. It 
is an undertaking which should become regular and 
indeed continuous because of the many changes and 
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developments which take place in the world, in our 
region of Africa, and in our own country to which we 
have to respond. [passage omitied]. One of the signifi- 
cant changes in our continent is the welcome political 
developments now taking place in South Africa. We in 
Kenya wish the people of that country well in reaching 
early, appropriate, and firm agreement on the future of 
their country. We also look forward to mutually benefi- 
cial economic interaction with South Africa once apart- 
heid has been abolished and equal rights for all are 
guaranteed. At this time, we also call upon all African 
leaders in South Africa to do whatever is necessary to 
end violence between their supporters, which has already 
led to much loss of life. The battle against apartheid has 
yet to be won. That is where African leaders should be 
concentrating their efforts. 


Mr. Speaker, outside immediate borders there has been a 
growing atmosphere of instability. We have had to draw 
from our meager and scarce resources to cope with an 
influx of refugees from neighboring countries. We have 
had to launch extraordinary measures to provide secu- 
rity to our citizens and their property against the possi- 
bility of a spillover of violence inte our country. | call 
upon the House to take note of these developments, 
which unfortunately are likely to persist for some time, 
for they have serious budgetary implications for the 
government. 


The government will do all in its power to continue 
fostering the spirit of good neighborliness in these diffi- 
cult times. In particular, we shall ensure that those we 
offer refuge from the uncertainties and violence of their 
countries will not abuse our hospitality by engaging in 
political activities directed against the authorities in 
their countries of origin. On my part, I shall continue to 
do my utmost in working for peace in our continent 
[applause]. | trust that in those efforts i shall continue to 
enjoy the full support of all the honorable members in 
this House. [applause] 


Mr. Speaker, developments and trends at the interna- 
tional level have continued to be largely inimical to 
Africa's efforts for economic and social growth. In fact, 
the adverse force of the factors involved appears to be 
intensifying as we enter the 1990s. Whether one looks at 
commodity prices, levels of economic assistance, direct 
investment, or even general political interest, Africa is 
becoming increasingly marginalized in the world 
economy. In addition to this, there is crushing burden of 
external debt which Africa countries are finding not only 
wholly unmanageable but also a solid barrier to their 
economic recovery. Kenya and other African countries 
must recognize the consequencies of this external situa- 
tion. Above all, they must recognize that both their 
economic and political independence are directly threat- 
ened. 


The response to this situation must be conducted within 
a framework of collective action. and on the basis of 
collective self-reliance. Kenya. therefore, supports the 
noble aim to integrate African economies to form an 
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African common markei. in pursuing that goal. Kenya 
believes that strengthening of subregional cooperation. 
in our own case the PTA [Prefential Trade Area]. should 
be the starting point. African countries should also 
accept that political cooperation 1s essential in pro- 
molting economic cooperation. 


The situation facing Africa demands action in other 
areas as well. | have already mentioned the importance 
of establishing peace in the continent. In addition 
African countries must recognize two realities: first that 
they are on their own, and that they must therefore work 
oul their own solutions. Secondly they must be aware 
that foreign countries are primarily interested in 
achieving their own objectives. In this connection we 
should be aware that the tactics of divide and rule which 
were practiced to perpetuate colonialism were never 
abandoned. 


Mr. Speaker. These points must be kept in mind. because 
there are now hundreds of unsolicited suggestions by 
outsiders as to how Africans should manage themselves 
and their economies. Some of the suggestions, especially 
those in the economic areas, have been useful and many 
African countries are now embarked on their implemen- 
tation. But when it comes to the issue of political 
management, the objectivity of some of the advisers 
appears doubtful. There also appears little patience or 
willingness on their part to listen and learn. Take. for 
example. the advice now strongly being given that 
African countries should embrace the multiparty system. 
As I have said before, political developments of that kind 
should not be imposed on people or be introduced 
prematurely. We have enough evidence in Africa to show 
that tribalism should not be ignored in these maticrs. 
[applause]. In fact. even in some countries of Europe 
tribalism is still a factor afier hundreds of years of 
nationhood, [applause]. although they don't call them 
tribalism, they call them communities. 


But we here in Kenya are not opposed to multiparty 
systems because of ideological reasons or design by those 
in leadership who impose their will on the people. What 
we have said is that until our society has become 
cohesive enough so that tribalism is of no significance in 
the economic and political activities of the nation the 
Strategy of a mass-based, democratic and accountable 
one-party system is the best in our nation-building 
efforts. [applause] 


We are not saying that cach and every other country 
should copy us: We are saying that given the stage of our 
present economic, social, and political development, a 
multiparty system would threaten our unity, and without 
unity we have no base for effective nation-building 
efforts. This is not the view of a few individuals. Our 
people, during the KANU [Kenya African National 
Union] review committee's hearing and debates at the 
special KANU delegates conference at Kasaran: held last 
December, strongly reaffirmed their faith and commit- 
ment in a one-party system for the time being. [applause] 
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Mr. Speaker. honorable members should not feel inhib- 
ited or shy in telling others about what we believe 1s good 
for the people of Kenya and their country. The whole 
process of economic. social, and political institutional 
development should be mianaged by us. We must there- 
fore be aware of those. within and without, who would 
wish to control us and weaken our country through 
ideological arguments. or false promises that the eco- 
nomic hardships we face would disappear if we aban- 
doned some of the basic principles which guide us. 


Mr. Speaker: as | have said on several occasions, change 
cannot be pursued merely for its own sake. There are 
certain principles that must remain inviolate even as we 
change. Parliament must remain supreme and the sole 
entity within our nation that has ibe right to make, set 
aside. or override laws. japplausc] This nation must 
remain a nation governed by the rule of law. [applause] 
And, by the rule of law. | am not referring not only to the 
obligation of the government to govern in accordance 
with the laws enacted by this House: | am also referring 
to every citizen's obligation to comply with the laws 
enacted by Parhament. 


There are certain aspects of the law, indeed. the Consti- 
tution, which some people within the country and some 
of their friends abroad may not like. These include the 
provision which in 1982 made this country a one-party 
state when it had been so in fact since 1969. They also 
include various laws which Parliament in its wisdom 
passed 10 give provisions as well as to protect law and 
order. These provisions have served us well. We cannot 
discard them merely for the sake of doing what is 
fashionable clsewhere. [applause] 


Mr. Speaker: Today we continue to witness national 
tragedies brought about by selfish and ethnocentric 
interests. In Africa many attempts at reconciliation have 
floundered on these narrow interests. In some cases, 
nations have been torn apart by ethnic and sectarian 
violence. Given the great cost in lives and property 
inherent in such violence, it is important for us to avoid 
rushing into discarding a system of laws which has 
proved itself as an effective unifying factor of our 
national life in favor of experiments of doubtful conse- 
quences. 


Kenyans are, of course, free to debate about what kinds 
of laws they wish to have. Under our Constitution, a 
minority has the right to continue expressing ils views 
even after the majority has decided what is good for our 
nation. But free speech does not bestow upon any citizen 
the right to disobey the law. [applause] All liberties and 
rights carry with them this obligation: to obey the law 
and to conduct oneself as to ensure that one’s liberty and 
rights are not exercised at the expense of someone else's 
liberty and rights. 


For this reason | would like to assure honorable mem- 
bers that my government will protect the dignity of this 
House by enforcing the laws which this House passes. 
[applause] Those who have chosen the path of agitation, 
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those who wish to mock this House by flagrant disregard 
for the laws passed by Parliament will face the full rigor 
of those laws. [applause] We can debate about the merit 
of this or that law, but there can be no debate whatsoever 
about the obligation of all citizens to obey the law of the 
land, for without laws a nation soon degenecraics into 
anarchy. [passage omitted] 


Refugees Said Bringing in ‘Sophisticated’ Weapons 
EA1803101891 Nairohi THE STANDARD 
in English 18 Mar 91 pp 1.2 


[Article by Waithaka Waihenya: “Crimes Blamed on 
Refugees” } 


[Text] Sophisticated weapons used in a spate of rob- 
beries in Nairobi are being brought into the country by 
fleeing refugees from a neighbouring country. This was 
said yesterday by the minister for commerce, Mr Arthur 
Magugu. when he addressed a public rally at Githunguri 
stadium, Kiambu District [Central Province]. 


The minister said such weapons like AK-47 rifles were 
finding their way into the country in a mysicrious way 
whose purpose was to destabilise the country. The min- 
ister, who is the member of parliament for Githunguri. 
said some of the refugees who fled from neighbouring 
countries were a threat as they were harassing wananchi 
[citizens]. Mr Magugu said when refugees entered the 
country with guns, they never surrendered them to the 
authorities. “These are the same weapons which are 
being used to commit robberies.” the minister added. 


Mr Magugu noted that Kenya was surrounded by hostile 
neighbours who were pul to harass people and urged 
Kenyans not to give them a chance to perpetrate their 
evil aims. 
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Addressing the same meeting. the Kiambu District Com- 
missioner, Mr Samwel Oreta. cautioned wananchi 
against employing aliens, saying "hat they later turned 
out to be criminal elements. 


Tanzania 


Multiparty Commission Urged To Remain Neutral 


182103101291 Dakar PANA in Enelish 0947 GMI 
2] Mar ¥1 


[Text] Dar es Salaam, 20 March (SHIHATA/ 
PANA}—Tanzanian President Ali Hassan Mwiny: has 
told a commission he appointed February. to remain 
neutral when collecting views” on the adoption of a 
multiparty democracy for the country. He told the com- 
mission's 19 members. who met in Dar es Salaam for the 
first trme Wednesday. that was their responsibility to 
receive the public's view without displaying pelitical 
bias. 


According to the commission's terms of reference. Tan- 
zamians are free ‘9 present their views verbally or in the 
commission. The single or multiparty debate in Tan- 
zania was first introduced in February, 1990 by the 
retired chairman of Tanzania’s ruling Chama Cha 
Mapinduzi [Revolutionary Party] party, Julius Nyerere. 


Mwinyi, who is current party chairman, told the com- 
mission that the ongoing debate has been sanctioned by 
the party. The commission, which must complete its task 
in one year, is expected to cover 100 districts of the 
country before presenting its report. With members of 
varying educational backgrounds, some retired civil ser- 
vants and politicians, the commission is headed by 
Tanzania’s Chief Justice Francis Nyalali. 
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Further Reportage on, Reaction to Annual Budget 


More Details 
MB2003 145091 


{Editorial Report] Johannesburg SAPA in English at 
1344 GMT on 20 March carries an series of topical 
bulletins based on the presenting of the RSA annual 
budget for 1991/1992 by Bernand du Plessis, minister of 
finance. 


“The tax rate on marketable securities is to be reduced 
from 1.5 percent to | percent.” “This was in iine with the 
decision last year to phase the tax out over three years. 
The stamp duty on unquoted marketable securities 1s to 
be reduced from 15 cents to 10 cents on each R{rand]10. 
or part thereof, of the relative compensation or valuc. 
The loss of revenue from these two reductions was 
expected to be R135 million. Both reductions are to 
come into effect on | April. ‘The eventual completion of 
this phasing out process should enhance the ability of the 
stock exchange to compete with othr world exchanges.” 
he said.” 


“The lower tax formula for gold mines is to be imple- 
mented and the third step of the phasing out of the 
surcharge on non-gold mines is to go ahead.” “The lower 
tax formula was proposed by the Technical Commitice 
on Mining Taxation last year. These Ils meant an 
estimated tax forfeiture of R49 million for the 1991/92 
tax year.” 


“The gap between black and white old age pensions is to 
be reduced by a further 20 percent from April | this year 
after taking into account the increases for all population 
groups provided in the printed estimate for 1991/92. 
Minister of Finance Mr Barend du Plessis, said on 
Wednesday. An additional sum of R505 million was 
proposed in this regard.” ™ All in all the budgeted 
expenditure for social aid and welfare will be some R6 
billion in 1991/92—an increase of 26.8 percent on the 
previous year. The proposal to reduce existing gaps 
between old age pensions for the main population groups 
in the midst of a restrictive budget was a leap of faith in 
an economic future without sanctions and with strong 
economic growth. ‘In the absence of these, not only 
would the remaining gap definitely not be closed by 
further jumps of the magnitude of 21 percent, but the 
parity road would in all likelihood not be followed to the 
end.” The proposal meant that whites qualifying would 
receive R304 a month, ‘Coloureds’ and Asians R263. 
and blacks in the RSA and self-governing areas R225. 
Similar increases, additional to those contained in the 
printed estimate, were also being granted to other recip- 
ients of aid allowances such as children and the dis- 
abled.” 


“Proposed price increases on beer, wine, spirits and 
tobacco products—ranging from: three cents more for a 
bottle of “dumpy”™ beer to 25 cents more for a kilogram 
of pipe tobacco and cigars—were announced.” The 
finance minister said, ‘As usual, the scales of customs 
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and excise duties were once again being adjusted this 
year to keep pace with general price rises and in view of 
the fact that historical backlogs have developed in this 
area for certain products.” The following increases were 


proposed: 


—Beer: three cents a bottle of 340 mi or so-called 
“dumpy.~ 

—Spirits such as whisky. brandy and gin: about 1.5 cents 
a tot, or 37.7 cents a 750 mi bottle. 

—Cigarcties: three cents per 10. 

—Cigareti< wobacco: three cents per 50 grams. 

—Pipe tobacco and cigars: 25 cents a kilogram. 

—Fortified wine and sparkling wine: 1.8 cents per 750 
ml bottle. Mr du Plessis said the higher duties should 
produce an additional R340 million in the 1991/92 
financial year.” 


“The company tax rate 1s to be dropped from 50 percent 
to 48 percent as a first step towards a goal of 40 percent.” 
“This was in line with the government's policy at cre- 
ating a climate for investment, growth and job creation. 
The tax rate applicable to long-term insurance compa- 
nics i$ to be reduced to the same level as the maximum 
marginal income tax rate for individuals. These reduc- 
tions are expected to lead to a loss of revenue of R378 
million during the financial year.” 


“The increase in tax on fucl will take place simulta- 
neously with a reduction in fuel prices to be announced 
later on Wednesday.” “The additional state revenue was 
estimated at R533 million for 1991/92.” It was proposed 
that price reductions of five cents per litre on petrol and 
two cents per litre on diesel be retained as tax, while the 
balance of the reductions was passed on to the consumer. 
‘The price reductions are therefore more than the tax 
increases. so that the consumer gains a net benefit.” The 
reductions would come into effect on March 25, 1991. 
Mr du Plessis said the minister of mineral and energy 
affairs. Dr Dawie de Villiers, would provide the full 
details of the price reductions on Wednesday after- 
noon.” 


“Housing benefits are to be fully taxable.” “This follows 
the 1986 decision to phase in a taxable housing benefit 
over a seven-year period. The additional revenue this 
move would generate was estimated at R250 million for 
the fiscal year. Further measures would be introduced to 
streamline provisions for fringe benefits during the cur- 
rent session of Parliament and were expected to generate 
at least R20 million tor 1991/92.” 


“The adjusted tax revenue was expected to total R74,866 
billion or 24.9 percent of the gross national product and 
the same as the revised ratio for 1990/91." 


“The import surcharge on capital goods was being cut by 
5 to 5 percent, while that on intermediate goods was 
being reduced from 7.5 to 5 percent.” “He said the 
government had last year begun phasing out this sur- 
charge. which had been instituted as a temporary step to 
protect the balance of payments in the light of the debt 
standstill but which had now served its purpose, and ‘in 
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fact inhibits industrial development.” Limited room for 
manoeuvre in the current budget. however, precluded a 
full phasing out now. Further, targeted phasing oul was 
therefore proposed in the form of reductions in the 
surcharge on capital and intermediate goods. both of 
which were necessary inputs in the production process— 
and the consequent fall in production costs should push 
the inflation rate down. Mainly less essential consumer 
goods were being maintained at a 40 percent rate. and 
‘white’ goods at 15 percent. The reductions for capital 
and intermediate goods involved a forfeiture of R756 
million in revenue for the state.” 


“The total income of married women would now be 
completely divorced from that of their husbands for 
income tax purposes.” “He said the government had 
been busy for some time phasing in the s*parate treat- 
ment of married women for income tax purposes. It was 
now proposed that their investment income would 
henceforth also be separately taxed. Although the present 
scale and lower maximum marginal rate of tax for 
married women remained unchanged. the primary 
rebate would be increased from R700 To r800, ‘which 
gives modest relief.. Mr du Plessis further announced 
that a married woman who had reached the age of 65 
would, just as others of that age, now become cligible for 
the additional rebate of R2,100. This meant that her tax 
threshold was rising from R4,556 to ‘no less than 
R 15,084." The cost of these three concessions to married 
women was R46 million.” 


“The budget deficit before borrowing was R10.118 bil- 
lion or 3.4 percent of the gross domestic product.” 
“R9SO million of this would be financed from funds 
coming from the diminishing need for strategic stock- 
piling, while a further R206 million would be financed 
from the 1990/91 surplus afier borrowing. ‘The 
remaining R8,962 billion constituted 3 percent of the 
GDP [gross domestic product}. which was higher than 
the revised ratio of 2.7 percent for 1990/91. ‘The deficit 
before borrowing is, by virtue of all the fiscal commit- 
ments and tax reform in particularly tight economic 
circumstances, unfortunately still above the level of 
capital spending—which is estimated to amount to 1.8 
per cent of GDP this year.’ Loan redemptions for 1990/ 
91 were expected to be about R5,.416 billion, which 
would bring the country’s net financing need to R14,378 
billion. ‘It is planned to finance this chiefly from 
domestic stock sales to the amount of R14 billion, 
including investment by the public investment commis- 
sioners. In the light of the relatively modest loan pro- 
grammes of other public sector institutions, the state's 
financing requirement this year should reinforce the 
slightly downward trend that long-term interest rates 
have begun to display.” he said.” 


“Only two foodstuffs—brown bread and mealie meal— 
would not be subject to value added tax, which would be 
levied at 12 percent.” “He said it had been decided that 
rail, bus and commuter transport would also be exempt. 
that welfare organistions would enjoy a VAT concession 
and that with a few exceptions, full input credit for 
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capital and intermediate goods would be given from day 
one: September 30 1991. Financial institutions would be 
subject to a turnover tax—which could influence interest 
rates—to make up for the fact that they would not be 
subject to the new tax. The minister also warned that he 
would not permit the business sector to “hyack’ this 
important step in tax reform so that its benefits cluded 
the consumer. The exclusion of large potential state 
revenues from the VAT net meant a shortfall on the 
revenue side of the budget which could not be fully 
covered through other tax increases. “The inescapable 
reality thus 1s that VAT cannot be introduced al a rate as 
low as 10 percent. On the contrary, a rate of more than 
13 percent would be necessary if VAT were to raise the 
same revenue as GST [general sales tax]. Taking into 
account the very considerable loss of revenue from VAT 
compared with GST, the fact that transfer duties on real 
estate transactions subject to VAT woud lapse from 
September 30. and the lapsing of stamp duty on short- 
term insurance premiums, the minimum ate at which 
VAT could be introduced was |2 percent. Introducing 
VAT in this way meant an estimated loss of revenue 
compared with GST of R1,080 billion in 1991/92 and 
R2.5 billion for a full year. However. in his budget 
review, Mr du Plessis said the many advantages of 
Starting with a pure VAT greatly outweighed the conse- 
quential loss of revenue on GST. The International 
Monetary Fund team that had helped the SA [South 
African] Government finalise its VAT programme 
believed this step could lead to a conside able drop in the 
inflation rate—providing reductions arising from the 
tax-on-tax effect of gst were passed on to the consumer. 
‘It is important that all concerned should do a “before 
and after” analysis of prices in the various sectors, to 
determine how far consumers benefit from the exemp- 
tion of capital and intermediate goods. An alert con- 
sumer corps can play a crucial role in this,” he said. “It 1s 
essential that benefits be passed on.... It cannot be 
permitted that a lack of grasp or an absence of coopera- 
tion should hijack this important step in tax reform so 
that its benefits clude the consumer.’ Because of the 
adverse and disruptive experience surrounding gst 
exemptions, the government favoured subjecting to VAT 
foodstuffs that were exempt from GST. However it was 
clear that the infrastructure now available in the public 
and private sectors to provide targeted food aid had 
certain limitations. ‘Afler consideration of all evidence, 
the government has decided that, as the utmost cxcep- 
tion, only two foodstuffs will not be subject to VAT— 
that is, will be zero-rated: “graded” mealie meal for 
human consumption and brown bread. ‘These are the 
major staple foods with a reasonable shelf life whose 
prices are of crucial importance for the great majority of 
people both rural and urban.’ The exemption of rail, bus 
and taxi transport and the exemption for welfare organ- 
isations would further soficn the impact of VAT on 
low-income households. Morcover, special aid pro- 
grammes would be introduced to reach the poor.” 
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“By excluding capital and intermediate goods from the 
VAT base, South Africa was introducing a pure con- 
sumption type VAT which, in comparison with GST, 
would lead to a much more efficient use of capital and 
labour. This concession would have a strong cost- 
reducing impact, but would also mean the forfeiture of 
substantial tax revenue for the state in the year of 
conversion. It was the government's view that allowing 
an input credit for cars purchased by business organisa- 
tions, as proposed by Vatcom, would lead to consider- 
able unintended benefits for those who enjoyed the 
benefits of the use of a company car. There could be little 
justification for subjecting food and medicine to VAT 
while allowing an input credit for cars for relatively 
affluent employees. The benefit was neutralised to some 
extent by the fringe benefits tax, but it could still create 
an opportunity for avoidance. To prevent this and 
faciltiate administration, no credit would be given for 
input tax on cars. The present treatment of both cars and 
their fuel would therefore remain unchanged. Vatcom 
had quite rightly indicated the insuperable problems in 
applying a classical VAT to financial services, banks, 
insurance, pension funds and other financial intermedi- 
aries. From an equity viewpoint, however, these services 
should make their contribution, and as proxy for a pure 
VAT, it was proposed that a non-deductible turnover tax 
of 0.75 be levied on the interest income and finance 
charges of institutions and persons providing financial 
services. This would coincide with the introduction of 
vat and would yield an estiamted R170 million in 
1991/92. Mr du Plessis said the VAT Bill would be 
introduced in Parliament next week and would be pub- 
licly available. In this way the undertaking was being met 
that the bill would be made available six months before 
VAT's implementation.” 


“It was proposed that the maximum marginal rate for 
married men be reduced from 44 to 43 percent, with the 
primary rebate simultaneously being reduced from the 
present R2,100 to R2,000. Delivering his budget speech, 
he said the net effect was, for example, that a married 
man with two children and earning R40,000 a year. 
would pay R300 less in tax a year. The maximum 
marginal rate for unmarried people was likewise being 
reduced to 43 percent, while their rebate was dropping 
from R1,800 to R1,625. The loss of revenue from these 
reductions would be R925 million for 1991/92. Mr du 
Plessis said the large number of tax reforms in the 
budget, specially designed to promote an investment 
climate, and particularly the revenue loss from the 
introduction of VAT, ‘unfortunately mean that tax relief 
for individuals this year cannot match that for 1990/91." 
In terms of its five-year plan, the government was 
committed to the reduction of the maximum marginal 
rate of income tax on individuals, although ‘in the nature 
of things’ equal progress in this direction could not be 
made every year. Mr du Plessis added that the limit of 
R40,000 of net remuneration being subject to Standard 
Income Tax on Employees (SITE) be raised to R50,000." 
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“The outcome of all the tax proposals (including VAT 
and relief for married women) was an estimated net loss 
of revenue of R1,786 billion.” 


“The Small Business Development Corporation [SBDC] 
would receive a R75 million one-off injection into its 
programme funds to enable to expand its activities. He 
said in his budget speech that the SBDC needed R150 
million, and it was hoped that the private sector, the 
State’s cO-partner in the corporation, would make a 
similar contribution. The government had decided that 
the Industrial Development Corporation [IDC] should 
reapproach its industrial devlopment task to concentrate 
Strongly on beneficiation and the development of small 
to medium size manufacturing enterprises. It was the 
intention that dividend payments to the state would in 
future be on the basis on realised operating profit. In the 
light of the changes that were taking place in develop- 
ment needs, it made good sense to sell IDC investments 
in industries which were now able to stand on their own 
feet, and channel the proceeds to areas crying out for 
development capital. The government had also arranged 
with the IDC that in each of the 1991/92 financial years 
the corporation would invest R500 million in the Devel- 
opment Bank of Southern Africa, in substitution of the 
state's liabilities to the bank. Mr du Plessis said the 
regional industrial development programme was being 
investigated in consultation with the TVBC [Transkei- 
Bophuthatswana-Venda-Ciskei] countries with a view to 
raising its effectiveness. Good progress had been made 
and it was hoped a new scheme could be instituted by | 
April this year. The cost of continuing the programme in 
its present form would have been about R1.2 billion this 
year, which would have been unaffordable. He said there 
would be an increasing shift to cash payments under the 
export trade promotion scheme this year. ” 


Minister Says ANC Influenced U.S 


MB2003 150091 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1317 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[Text] Parliament March 20 SAPA—One could only 
stand amazed that a member of the United States 
Congress, who meddiled with South Africa, should be so 
poorly informed, the minister of finance, Mr Barend du 
Plessis, said on Wednesday. 


“The lifting of sanctions would bring a significant 
improvement for those who are now hardest hit, namely 
the unemployed, of which the great bulk are black.” he 
said in the introduction to his budget speech. 


For some years the United States Congress had used 
legislation and policy to block South Africa's return to 
IMF facilities and to international financial markets. “It 
is common knowledge that our economy has survived 
these shocks and that we can so continue indefinitely. 
However, the economic growth rate does suffer as a 
result to the disadvantage mainly of the lower income 
groups and the unemployed.” 
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Now that, in te: ms of American legislation, the lifting of 
sanctions could be considered in the near future, a 
member of the Congress publicly declared that when 
they asked for sanctions to be continued, they did so at 
the behest of the ANC [African National Congress]. It 
could be assumed that this included financial sanctions 
and that it was an open strategy of moving goalposts. 


“This sanctioneer maintains that sanctions cause mere 
so-called inconvenience for black people in South Africa. 
“One can only stand amazed that a member of the 
Congress who meddles with South Africa should be so 
poorly informed.” If it were true what the congressman 
said about the ANC and the continuation of sanctions, 
then some basic questions arose: 


—Was the ANC a part of this move in the United States 
to move the sanctions goalposts? 

—How did this rhyme with the recent view expressed in 
Windhock by Mr Nelson Mandela on the necessity for 
investment, growth and work creation? 

—Was all this hardship really the price the ANC was 
asking of large numbers of its own followers while the 
State president had repeatedly asked for negotiations 
to begin in order to work out a prosperous future? 


Mr du Plessis said the message was: 


—Equity was not advanced by economically destructive 
action; 

—Strikes and wage demands that did not keep pace with 
productivity confused overseas investors and fre- 
quently chased local investors out of the country: 

—Labour unrest and strikes raised both production costs 
and inflation and caused the mines and manufacturers 
to be forced out of overseas markets; 

—Emotional and rabble-rousing statements of leaders 
over the political spectrum may sound satisfactory to 
themselves and their followers, but such pronounce- 
ments undermined business and investment confi- 
dence; and 

—Even if the government continually had to slice the 
cake into smaller pieces, everyone would finally get 
less to eat. 


“The message is that, despite our political differences, 
we simply must work together so as to make an active 
and positive contribution, in every sphere of life, to the 
creation of that climate that will promote investment, 
growth and job creation.” 


Development Sought 


MB2003151091 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
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[By Pierre Claassen, political correspondent] 


[Text] Cape Town March 20 SAPA— The minister of 
finance, Mr Barend du Plessis, on Wednesday launched 
the government into a unilateral social accord with the 
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poor—mostly blacks and their political leaders—to 
reward massive social spending with calm and produc- 
tivity. 


He also cut the reins on the business sector and provided 
them with what fat there was in the 1991/92 budget with 
the clear directive: “Now go and create the jobs.” 


Between these two poles Mr du Plessis has aimed for a 
balance between stability and growth from which the 
government hopes to extract a strong enough measure of 
equity to keep on driving business and labour in part- 
nership towards a more prosperous new South Africa. 
Although the minister concedes he was taking an impon- 
derable risk, particularly in his proposals for radical 
reductions in the disparity of social pensions, he is 
confident that a failure to respond to his challenge will 
clearly lay the blame for continued impoverishment at 
the door of those who disrupt the economy. If the 
productivity does not materialise, nor will pensions and 
other planned social spending programmes. 


The budget speech clearly sought to lay down parameters 
for the economic management of a new post-apartheid 
South Africa. With the constitutional bargaining process 
still likely to remove him from the portfolio and to give 
the government another two years of socio-economic 
reenginecring, Mr du Plessis tried to put the helm over 
hard enough to keep the economy on its new course 
beyond the life of the current constitution. The principle 
which applied was equity through growth and stability. 
What it meant in simple terms was that the government 
could not take or tax away growth, he said. Taking assets 
from the haves or overtaxing those with income would 
not promote the climate for investment, growth and 
work creation. Equity meant the government “shall not 
unjustly” disposses anyone of their assets, nor allow such 
a thing to take place. “We shall therefore not be able to 
accept, even in the new South Africa, that in total more 
tax is taken from taxpayers than is being taken now,” he 
said. Consequently the middleman, mostly the white 
taxpayer, was left with a little altered economic state, the 
imponderables of the new 12 percent VAT [value added 
tax] excluded. 


Civil servants, also mostly white, were given a 
R{[rand]3.7 billion increase—to be specifically allocated 
on professional differentiation. Although this may leave 
the government with a measure of comfort regarding its 
own political constituency, the spending on black uplift- 
ment holds the potential for political backfiring, a fear 
expressed in certain business circles. 


On the whole, first reactions to the budget appear to 
acknowledge at least a measure of the effort made to 
restructure South Africa’s extreme contrasts in wealth. It 
remains to be seen whether this perception will crystalise 
sufficiently in the midst of the poorer masses to start 
turning the tide of mistrust and dispair towards stability 
and prosperity. 


Businessmen were quick to put a question mark behind 
Mr du Plessis’ relative largesse which covered the total 
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social spectrum of housing, health, education and pen- 
sions. Nobody questioned the need but expressed some 
doubt over the unilateral way the minister was throwing 
money at the problem without some structured consul- 
tation and commitment by representatives of “the other 
side’. 


The problem is so vast, analysts point out, that unless the 
money was spent in an effective, monitored manner, it 
could all disappear down a “political black hole”. 


ANC Says Social Spending Inadequate 


MB2003 183291 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1817 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] Johannesburg Mar 20 SAPA—The African 
National Congress [ANC] slammed this year's budget, 
but major employer organisations and business leaders 
generally welcomed it. 


“The fundamental flaw of the current budget lies in the 
fact that it was formulated and introduced in a context 
where there is an absence of democratic institutional 
mechanisms to ensure equitable allocation of resources. 
“This is compounded by the apparent lack of an over- 
arching national development strategy to address redis- 
tribution and growth.” 


The ANC said social expenditure was “hopelessly inad- 
equate”, charging the inadequacy “reflects ongoing 
apartheid priorities”. It also said there was no special 
provision made for electrification and land reform. On 
funds allocated for education, the ANC said “a single 
education department is a prerequisite for equitable 
allocation’’. [passage omitted] 


CP Says Man on Street ‘Worse Off 


MB2003 183691 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1712 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[Text] Cape Town March 20 SAPA—The budget stood 
clearly under the sign of the new South Africa, the CP's 
[Conservative Party] spokesman on finance, Mr Casper 
Uys, said on Wednesday. 


He said economic growth had come to a virtual standstill 
and there had been no noteworthy encouragement for 
economic growth in the budget. There were also no 
incentives for private saving. 


The introduction of VAT [Value Added Tax] on medical 
services and on virtually all basic foods was unaccept- 
able. This also went for VAT on municipal rates and 
taxes. The minimal lowering of the income tax rate, 
together with the effect of VAT on nearly all private 
spending, would have the result that the ordinary man in 
the street would be worse off for budget. 
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DP Says Falls ‘Far Short’ 


MB2003172291 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1652 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[Text] Cape Town March 20 SAPA—The budget fell far 
short of what was required to successfully manage the 
transition to a more stable and equitable South Africa. 
the Democratic Party [DP] spokesman on finance, Mr 
Ken Andrew, said on Wednesday. 


“It is an uncaring budget doing little for those who need 
help most,” he said in a statment. “It lacks a sense of 
urgency in key areas. It demonstrates little forward 
planning in tackling major challenges on the expenditure 
side of the budget.” 


Real spending per capita on social services had dropped 
and the state's allocation for housing was down. Educa- 
tion had also taken a dip compared with last year’s main 
budget and real expenditure on health had also 
decreased. “Pension parity should have been introduced 
immediately,” he said. “Even the struggling white pen- 
sioners are squeezed harder. Their social old age pen- 
sions have dropped by more than a third in real value 
over the past 10 years.” 


Food relief programmes were also a great disappoint- 
ment. 


The final straw for the person in the street, however, 
would be the 28 percent increase in individual income 
tax. “This will hit the middle-income group particularly 
hard, while the reductions in rebates will result in some 
people now having to pay income tax even though their 
real incomes have not increased.” 


The high rate of VAT [Value Added Tax] was another 
shock. 


LP ‘Appreciates’ Education Additions 


MB2003171291 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1618 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[Text] Cape Town March 20 SAPA —Although the 
budget did not meet the Labour Party's [LP] demands on 
education and housing and elimination of disparity in 
pensions, it would assist the LP in providing urgent 
services for the community, the LP’s leader, the Rev- 
erend Allan Hendrickse, said on Wednesday. 


He said the party appreciated the additional R[{rand]90 
million allocated to coloured education where there was 
an immediate meed to build 157 schools. The LP appre- 
ciated the narrowing of the gap in pensions for whites 
and coloureds, and particularly appreciated the amount 
allocated to blacks. It looked forward to the manifesta- 
tion of parity within the next four years. 


Coloured pensioners would be receving an additional 
amount of R38 as from April |, while foster parent 
grants were being raised from R25 a child to R50—equal 
to that of whites. “Although the housing need demands 
very much more than is allocated, the R60 million now 
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added to our budget will at least enable projects which 
have already started to be completed.” 


SACOB Head Welcomes Aims 


MB2003171891 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1636 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[Text] Cape Town March 20 SAPA—The A [South 
African] Chamber of Commerce [SACOB] welcomed the 
“broadly social budget" which also emphasised the 
importance of maintaining a climate conducive to eco- 
nomic growth, the president of SACOB, Mr John Hall 
said on Wednesday. 


SACOB agreed with the minister of finance, Mr Barend 
du Plessis that the tax burden must be gradually reduced 
to maintain an environment for investment growth and 
job creation, he said in a statement. “At present the total 
tax burden remained unchanged at 24.9 percent of GDP 
[Gross Domestic Product]. But the limited room to 
manocuvre—such as to offset fiscal drag or to encourage 
export—confirmed the extent to which tax revenues are 
ultimately dependent upon economic growth.” 


SACOB particularly endorsed the decision to provide for 
full input credits for tax paid on capital and intermediate 
goods in the vat system, the reduction in the import 
surcharge on capital and intermediate goods, and the 
lowering of the corporate tax from 50 percent to 48 
percent. It was to be regretted that the opportunity was 
not taken to eliminate the import surcharge completely. 


Mr Hall said fiscal discipline and financial management 
would be strengthened if two concepts were accepted in 
future. “Firstly the restoration of the traditional alloca- 
tion of income and expenditure between capital and 
revenue accounts would facilitate a proper analysis of 
the budget picture. “Secondly, the implementation of a 
‘social accord’ as recently suggested by the state presi- 
dent would promote a more structured and coordinated 
approach to socio-economic development within an 
agreed time frame.” 


BP Says ‘Economic Madness‘ 


MB2003181091 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1784 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[Text] Johannesburg March 20 SAPA—The new budget 
was economic madness through which the government 
was trying to buy the political favours of the black 
portion of the population. This was the Boerestaat 
Party's [Boer Homeland Party; BP] official comment on 
Wednesday about the budget. 


Its leader Mr Robert van Tonder—a wealthy. retired 
businessman who founded the town of Randburg in 
1959—said the government budget showed increased 
spending in black education, hospitals, social services, 
housing and infrastructure. “The government thus is 
trying to buy the favours of the black population, which 
is not known, throughout Africa, for their high produc- 
tivity. “Very few investors today invest in black Africa 
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states, and the so-called new South Africa will merely be 
another black African state in which very few investors 
will have any trust. “Economic growth does not depend 
on social equality, but instead is built on trust in the 
stability of a country. The government's policy of reform 
instead creates a lack of such trust. 


“The country’s resources are being drained to buy the 
political favours of the ANC [African National Con- 
gress], PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress], Inkatha, SACP 
{South African Communist Party] and Umkhonto we 
Sizwe [Spear of the Nation (MK)}—ANC military wing]. 
This ts economic madness,” Mr van Tonder concluded. 


FIDA Sees Violence Reflected 


MB2103095791 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0842 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[Text] Johannesburg March 21 SAPA—The budget, 
tabled in Parliament on Wednesday [20 Mar]. reflected 
the effect the ongoing violence was having on all sectors 
of the South African economy, according to the Federal 
Independent Democratic Alliance [FIDA]. 


In a statement on Thursday, FIDA Leader John Gogotya 
said the increase in law and order spending showed that 
“political groupings in this country have yet to get their 
political priorities right. in order to truly serve the best 
interests of the people”. 


The increase in spending for education was welcomed, as 
was the increase in pensions, but Mr Gogotya said “the 
parity which a new, just South Africa demands has yet to 
be achieved”. 


The amount allocated towards the purchasing of land for 
black urbanisation would only “scratch the surface of the 
dire need for decent black housing”. 


The exemption of brown bread and maize meal from 
VAT [Value Added Tax] was also welcomed by Mr 
Gogotya. 


Police Appreciate Extra Funds 


M1B2003171491 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1634 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[Text] Cape Town March 20 SAPA—The police budget 
emphasised the government's commitment towards 
maintaining law and order, the commissioner of police, 
Gen Johan van der Merwe, said on Wednesday. 


The amount would enable the police to facilitate further 
expansion and to increase its logistical capabilities, he 
said in a statement. “The South African Police must 
express its sincere appreciation for the funds made 
availalbe to it in the budget,” he said. “The funds would 
make a great contribution towards increasing the effi- 
ciency of the force.” 
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Welfare Groups Welcome Increases 


MB2003201891 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1958 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[Text] Johannesburg Mar 20 SAPA—Welfare organisa- 
tions welcomed the government's commitment to allo- 
cate 38 percent of the budget to social spending to 
eliminate racial disparity in social grants. 


In a joint statement, the Concerned Social Workers, 
South African Black Social Workers Association, Johan- 
nesburg Child Welfare Society, Action Group on Social 
Services, and the Disabled People of South Africa, said 
they also welcomed the narrowing of the pension gap 
between different racial groups by 20 percent. The focus 
on young children and expectant and nursing mothers 
was the most positive change, the organisations added. 


Flare-Up of Taxi Violence in Western Cape 


MB2103075191 Umtata Capital Radio 
in English 0700 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[Text] There has been a flare-up of taxi violence in the 
western Cape. 


Armed taxi drivers injured at least three people in the 
Nyanga East township yesterday. They fired at residents 
leaving a meeting at which it was decided to boycott the 
taxis for six months. 


An eyewitness says the shooting started soon after the 
decision was taken. He says a group of drivers stormed 
out of the mecting, saying: You will not leave this 
mecting if you boycott us. And they started firing. 


Woman Killed, 4 Injured 


MB2103092291 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0913 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[By Francois Krige] 


[Text] Cape Town March 21 SAPA—A women was 
burnt to death and four people were injured as the 
“taxi-war” continued in the black townships near Cape 
Town, police confirmed on Thursday [21 Mar]. 


A 17-year-old youth was also killed in what police 
believe could have been faction fighting. 


Thousands of workers are shunning taxis for fear of 


being caught in the cross fire as rival groups attack one 
another on various routes and at taxi ranks. 


In the latest incident in the “war,” three employees of a 
Mitchell's Plain restaurant took a taxi home to 
Khayelitsha carly on Thursday. As they drove past | 
Block in Khayelitsha, a petrol bomb was thrown into the 
taxi. In the ensuing fire the driver and a man in the front 
passenger seat managed to escape with slight burns, but 
a woman passenger in the back seat was burnt to death. 
Another woman suffered 40 percent burns and the 
R{rand]36,000 taxi was destroyed. When police arrived 
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on the scene, three shots were fired at them from among 
the nearby shanties. The police were not injured. 


In another “taxi-war"-related incident, Nyanga east res- 
idents met in the Zolani town centre on Wednesday [20 
Mar] night and decided to boycott minibus taxis for the 
six months. A group of men, allegedly taxi-drivers, 
gathered outside the hall. Residenis were fired on when 
they left the meeting and one man was hit in the leg and 
a second was shot in the foot. 


Langa residents reported on Thursday that renewed 
fighting had broken out at the Langa taxi rank. Police 
were called in and used teargas to disperse the rival 
groups. 


Fighting also broke out between rival factions in Old 
Crossroads on Wednesday night and a number of shots 
were fired. A 17-year-old Boys’ Town youth was shot in 
the head and died instantly while two men, aged 26 and 
24, were wounded. 


Netherlands, Finland Consider Lifting Sanctions 


MB1903 102491 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0S00 GMT 19 Mar 91 


[Text] Decisions by the Dutch parliament and the 
Finnish Government are the latest indications that for- 
cign attitudes on sanctions against South Africa are fast 
changing. 


The Dutch parliament has adopted a resolution sup- 
porting government plans to urge the European Commu- 
nity to lift economic sanctions against South Africa. The 
chairman of the parliamentary foreign affairs com- 
mittee, Mr. (Harry Ards), said in the Hague that parlia- 
ment had decided to back government policy that more 
sanctions should be repealed as a show of support for the 
reforms initiated by President F.W. de Klerk. He said 
apartheid was a thing of the past and that the time had 
come to repeal most, if not all, restraining economic 
measures. 


Finland will dismantle sanctions gradually against South 
Africa. This has been announced by the Finnish foreign 
minister, Mr. Pertti Paasio, who was addressing Finnish 
ambassadors in Helsinki. He said Finland was prepared 
to remove all sanctions, and visa requirements, as soon 
as the South African Parliament began to discuss the 
dismantling of apartheid laws. Mr. Paasto said that the 
rest of the economic measures could be removed when a 
multiparty meeting was convened, the aim of which was 
to draft a new democratic constitution for South Africa. 


Earlier this month Mr. Paasio said he was planning to 
upgrade diplomatic relations with the South African 
Government by sending an ambassador to replace the 
Finnish charge d'affaires. 


Last month the Swedish Government said it might 
reconsider sanctions. 
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21 Mar Press Review of Current Issues, Problems 
MB2103146591 


[Editorial Report] 
THE STAR 


Budget Not To Generate Economic Growth— 
Commenting on Finance Minister Barend du Plessis’ 
budget speech, Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 
21 March in a page 22 editorial says, he has “gone to 
greater-than-expected lengths to ease the lot of the needy 
at the expense of the better-off—but in the process has 
done precious little to help generate the economic growth 
needed to secure the long-term prosperity of every South 
African citizen.” “He has turned his back on personal 
tax reduction and shunned measures designed to boost 
the saving, enterprise and investment ethics which he so 
vociferously espoused 12 months back.” “Spending on 
education and housing is sharply higher, special relief 
programmes are envisage for the destitute and the white/ 
black social pensions gap is to be narrowed. One cannot 
deny the Minister's good and praiseworthy intentions in 
this direction. What should, however, be questioned is 
the manner and extent of its execution. The goose that 
has long been laying South Africa's golden eggs would 
not suffer unduly from a strict diet. Starving the goose. 
however, is not in the nation’s interests.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Budget Realistic for Long-Term Equity—Finance Min- 
ister Barenc du Plessis’ budget “has reaffirmed the 
realism he introduced in 1990,” notes the page 8 edito- 
rial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 21 
March. “He avoided vote-catching devices such as 
immediate equalisation of state pensions or deep tax culs 
that might have created a fealse sense of well-being. But 
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he did not spell out the additional income tax we will pay 
to finance his social spending plan.” “There are likely to 
be misgivings that budgeted social spending 1s too little 
to satisfy black aspirations and that everyone will be 
milked by higher taxes. Those misgivings might be less 
important than the fact that this Budget realistically 
balances the changes needed for long-term equity.” 


SOWETAN 


Du Plessis’ Budget ‘Best He Could” Do—Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English on 21 March in its page !2 
editorial says Finance Minister Du Plessis “did the best 
he could under the circumstances” when he drew up the 
present budget. There are bound to be critics who expect 
“change should be faster,” but are reminded he ts “not 
drawing from the resources of a great and thriving 
economy.” The solution to Du Plessis’ problem of “find- 
ing enough money to correct the huge injustices of 
present-day South Africa” lies in “hard work and wise 
financial management—both at a personal and national 
level.” 


SOUTH 


Call for Land Restiiution—"The grave injustices in the 
Land Act of 1936 and other similar legislation, cannot 
simply be undone by deleting them from the statute 
book,” declares Cape Town SOUTH in English for 14-20 
March in a page 8 editorial. Although the government 
has held lengthy discussions with agricultural unions and 
other bodies, “the rural communities or the organisa- 
tions which represent the oppressed majority of South 
Africans were not consulted on the bills.” It is also “not 
good enough” for the government to say it “cannot roll 
back history and undo the past. Where black people have 
proof that they were robbed of their land, restitution 
must be made. The land issue has the potential to make 
or break the peace process.” 
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Angola 
Dos Santos Opens Ninth People’s Assembly Session 


Announces Multipartyism 


MB2003 193891 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1903 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[Text] The People’s Assembly's Ninth Plenary Session 
began in Luanda today and it ends 15-years of a onc- 
Party system in Angola. The Angolan head of state made 
this analysis when he told the People’s Assembly about 
the irreversibility of the need to partially revise the 
Constitution, which will now enshrine multipartyism. 


President Jose Eduardo dos Santos noted among the 
great gains of this | 5-year period the work that led to the 
establishment of the Angolan state, the preservation of 
national unity, the defense of territorial integrity and the 
establishment of a constitutional order that will satisfy 
the interests and expectations of all Angolan people. 


[Begin dos Santos recording] Today, with the partial 
revision of the Constitution, which was approved when 
we proclaimed our independence and, above all, with the 
alteration of the article that gave the MPLA [Popular 
Movement for the Liberation of Angola}-Labor Party the 
powers to guide and lead the state, we are about to 
introduce a new legal and constitutional framework that 
will bring multiparty democracy to our country. 


The decision to adjust the fundamental law of the state 
to take into consideration the important political, eco- 
nomic, and social changes over the last few years was 
inevitable. This was the most just way in which to grant 
them maximum dignity and legal expression. [sentence 
as heard] [end recording! 


President Jose Eduardo dos Santos noted the changes 
that were made to the Constitution when the Council of 
the Revolution was abolished and the Angolan State 
reorganized. Nonetheless, current alicrations will affect 
the political system and, for that reason, it is a stepping 
stone on the path to multiparty democracy. 


The Angolan head of state said that prescribed change 
affects practically every chapter of the Constitution and 
establishes, together with complementary Iegislation to 
be oresented to the deputies, an indispensable basis for 
the introduction of a legal democratic state. 


[Begin dos Santos recording] The Angolan Government 
and the people enjoy mutual trust. This will allow us to 
face the complex stage of transition with optimism and 
hope. This stage of transition will begin as soon as the 
People’s Assembly approves the partial revision of the 
Constitution and complementary laws. 


The MPLA-Labor Party will continue to guide that 
process of transition up to the holding of the future 
multiparty elections which will be attended by all recog- 
nized political forces in conditions of equality. | hope 
that the important tasks awaiting the Angolan people in 
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general, and the militants in the various political parties 
in particular, will strengthen the spirit of national unity 
and harmony because this is one of the Angolan people's 
principal gains during these first 15 years of indepen- 
dence. [end recording] 


President Jose Eduardo dos Santos expressed confidence 
that the future single. apolitical, and neutral army will 
contribute to the successful implementation of the free 
democratic game and electoral competition. 


Deputies Discuss Budget 
MB2003195791 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1910 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] The minister of planning presented a report on 
the Angolan Government's Plan of Action to the Peo- 
ple’s Assembly session this morning. 


The People’s Assembly deputies this morning began one 
of the most serious and complex sessions since that 
organ of power was created 10 years ago. The 239 
deputies are discussing and will be called on to vote upon 
important laws that may soon change Angola's political 
complexion by changing the country from the one-party 
system to a multiparty democracy. 


As if flexing their muscles for broader discussions when 
the draft Laws on Political Parties, partial revision of the 
Constitution, nationality, and declaration of the state of 
emergency come up, the deputies opened the proceed- 
ings by discussing the National Plan and the State 
Gencral Budget. which are usually regarded as routine 
matters that are not as important as the rather thorny 
political issues ahead. 


As far as it is known, the deputies asked Planning 
Minister Franca van Dunem to clarify a number of issues 
related to the policy on prices and its links with the 
policy on salaries. The sources we approached—we say 
sources because discussions on the National Plan and the 
State General Budget are not for the public domain— 
told us that the minister announced a possible hike in 
salaries to offset an inevitable rise in prices. 


The discussions on the National Plan and the State 
General Budget are scheduled to continue until 
tomorrow. Today's session has already closed. [passage 
omitted] 


Proposed Cease-Fire Signing 15 Apr 
MB2003200691 Luanda ANGOP in Portuguese 
1949 GMT 20 Mar 91 


{Text} Luanda, 20 Mar (ANGOP)—( omrade Jose Edu- 
ardo dos Santos, president of the People’s Republic of 
Angola [words indistinct] the signing of the cease-fire, 
which the government has proposed for 15 April. 


President Jose Eduardo dos Santos said this to 239 
deputies and some 50 guests when he opened the Peo- 
ple's Assembly's Ninth Session today. The Angolan head 
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of state, who reiterated the proposal the Angolan Gov- 
ernment had previously made to UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola] at the 
negotiating table, described as strange and irresponsible 
UNITA Chief Jonas Savimbi's claim that “the war in 
Angola is over". 


President Jose Eduardo dos Santos noted that “the war 
Savimbi himself had begun in the belief that he would be 
able to grab political power by force, will only end with 
the signing of a cease-fire agreement.” 


The Angolan head of state also said that Savimbi needs 
to have the courage to “face reality and move forward 
because time waits for no one.” 


Savimbi's Views on Congress, Detainees Reported 


MB2003 161491 London BBC World Service 
in English 1525 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[From the “Focus on Arica” program] 


[Text] Everybody who attended Jonas Savimbi's big 
UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola] jamboree in southern Angola. which ended at 
the weekend, will now have dispersed. As part of 
UNITA’s publicity campaign in the midst of peace 
negotiations, it seems to have been remarkably effective. 
though the civil war keeps spluttering on. 


(Ahmed Rajah) of Africa Analysis was at the conference 
and last night he talked to Jonas Savimbi. On the line. 
Elizabeth Ohene asked (Ahmed Rajah) what kind of 
mood Jonas Savimbi was in. 


[Begin recording] [(Rajah)] He was very relaxed. He was 
in a very relaxed mood. He sounded confident. | met 
him last night, actually, in a bunker, somewhere in 
southern Angola, in the province of Cuando Cubango, in 
a heavily fortified [words indistinct] well-guarded 
bunker. 


[Ohene] When you say well fortified bunker, did you get 
the impression that it was to protect him against possible 
attacks from people around him or from the MPLA 
[Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola] 


people? 


{(Rajah)} No, it was not fortified in that sense. There 
were some soldiers around with weapons but everybody 
was relaxed. | do not think that he suspected any threats 
from any of the people around him. 


[Ohene] Now, what did you talk about? 


[(Rajah)] | was interested to ask about a friend of mine. 
the former UNITA foreign secretary, Mr. Jorge San- 
gumba. We had heard several stories about the fate of 
Mr. Sangumba. He had not been seen in public for a 
number of years and there are reports that he had been 
disposed of by his fellow UNITA members but Dr. 
Savimbi assured me that Jorge Sangumba is alive and 
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well and that he would appear when the time 1s appro- 
priate. | must say that he did not flinch. 


[Ohene] Well, on that subject, there are other former top 
UNITA members about whom there have been similar 
allegations, somebody like, say, Tito Chingunji. Have 
you seen him throughout the time you have been there 
and did you ask Mr. Savimbi about him” 


{(Rajah)] We did ask about Mr. Tito Chingunyi because 
it was...[pauses, changes thought] he was conspicuous by 
his absence at the congress, being the deputy secretary 
general of UNITA. But he said that Mr. Chingunyi had 
met with a number of foreign politicians and journalists 
and that he is now tired of the media attention and that, 
at the request of Mr. Chingunji himself, he was not 
allowing people to go and sce him. 


{Ohene] Did he say anything at all about his relations 
with neighboring statics? 


{(Rajah)] | did ask him about that and he said...[pauses, 
changes thought] he seemed to place greater emphasis on 
the developing relationship between UNITA and Nigeria 
and it is my understanding that very soon UNITA will 
appoint a director of African affairs who will be based in 
Lagos. This will be the first time ever that a UNITA 
presence will be in ihe Nigerian capital and the idea will 
be to develop further relations with other African coun- 
tries. | think they are trying to develop, to look north- 
ward, to develop relations more with countries north of 
Angola. [end recording] 


Government, UNITA Forces Fighting Reported 


MB2103115891 Johannesburg International Serv ¢ 
in English 1100 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[Text] Fighting has broken out again between govern- 
ment forces and the UNITA [National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola] movement in Angola. 


A Lisbon report says government forces have repulsed a 
UNITA attack in the western province of Bengucla, 
killing four UNITA soldiers and wounding four others. 


Fifteen civilians were killed in aitacks on towns in the 
province last month. 


A cease-fire agreement between the government and 
UNITA ending more than [5 years of civil war is 
expected to be signed on the 3d of next month when the 
two sides meet in Lisbon for new round of peace talks. 


Botswana 


200 Million Pula Set Aside for Urban Projects 


MB1603194891 Gaborone Domestic Service 
in English 1910 GMT 16 Mar 91 


[Text] The Ministry of Local Government and Lands has 
set aside 200 million pula for the 1991-92 urban devel- 
opment estimates to continue land servicing and house 
construction in urban areas. 
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This was disclosed in Parliament this week by the vice 
president and minister of local government and lands, 
Mr. Peter Mmusi 


He said new cost-effective housing delivery systems and 
construction techniques are continuously being sought 
and examined tor possible implementation. 


Mr. Mmusi said the ministry 1s exploring efficient ways 
of involving the private sector in building houses, with 
approximately 20 percent of the Accelerated Land Ser- 
vicing Program envisaged for implementation upon fur- 
ther consultations. 


He said a total of 22 million pula ts to be spent under the 
Mayor Village Intrastructure Program. Under the pro- 
gram, Maun will receive improvements to its mall area, 
roads, end storm water drainage. Similar programs are 
planned tor Tlokweng. Molepolole. Ramutsua. 
Mochudi, and Serowe, to include infrastructural devel- 
opment of Ghansi and Kasane. 


Mr. Mmusi: said two subdistricts will move into new 
rural administration centers next year, with 107 houses 
at Bobonong, 132 in (Letlakane) for Boteti subdistrict, 
and will cost 12.5 million pula. 


He said basic health facilities and district health teams 
are to merge into the Primary Health Project, whose 
emphasis will shift from construction of new facilities in 
new locations towards quality improvement of existing 
ones at a cost of 4.5 million pula. 


Mr. Mmusi said 4 million pula for the Remote Area 
Development Program will provide continued infra- 
Structural development of primary schools and health 
posts. 


He said that labor-based programs are to continue under 
a common umbrella of labor-intensive works costing 6.9 
million pula for road construction, staff houses, and the 
field training unit in Molepolole. 


The Rural Sanitation Program will get 4.2 million pula 
to provide pit latrines, while the District Council Water 
Supply Program has been allocated 11 million pula to 
enable districts to take over the design, construction, and 
other activites of schemes outside major vilages. 


This includes further district planning studies, water 
point surveys, and other land use planning activities, 
coupled with a replacement of the old, expensive, and 
time-consuming survey and mapping technology. 


Japanese To Fund Government Vehicle Purchases 


MB140307399] Gaborone Domestic Service 
in English OS10 GMT 14 Mar 91 


{Teat] The Japanese Government has provided a grant 
debt relict fund amounting to $8 million to Botswana. 
The money, which 1s equivalent to the amount to be 
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repaid by the Botswana Government on loans provided 
by Japan in the past, will be used in purchasing govern- 
ment vehicles. 


Al a short signing ceremony held in Lusaka yesterday. 
the Botswana high commissioner to Zambia, Mr. 
(Otente Bape). signed on behalf of the Botswana Gov- 
ernment, while Mr. Yoshiki Sugiura, signed on behalf of 
the Japanese Government. 


Soviets To Help Establish Truck Assembly Line 


MB1403074391 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0637 GMT 14 Mar 91 


[Text] Gaborone March 14 SAPA—Two Botswana 
entrepreneurs have joined a Soviet company in plans to 
establish a truck assembly line in Selebi Phikwe, SAPA’s 
correspondent reported on Thursday [14 Mar]. 


One of the businessmen, Mr Robertson Lephole, said the 
total investment would be about R[rand]7-million rand. 
The Soviet company, Kama River Heavy Duty Truck 
Production Association (Kamz) would provide the tech- 
nology and 53 percent of the manpower. The plant's 
canacity will be an annual 400 trucks, to be supplied to 
the entire southern African region. 


Botswana's commerce and industry minister, Mr Ponat- 
shego Kedikilc, welcomed the Soviet business venture, 
saying that this was the offshoot of perestroyka. 


Soviet trucks were star performers during the recent 
Paris-Dakar rally. 


Lesotho 


King Letsie Receives New Soviet Ambassador 


MB1403 144291 Maseru Domestic Service 
in English 1130 GMT 14 Mar 91 


[Text] His Majesty King Letsie III says the people of 
Lesotho have taken full note of the socioeconomic struc- 
tural reforms being undertaken by the Soviet Union, as 
well as many other countries of the wo cid. 


Receiving letters of credence from the new Soviet Union 
ambassador to Lesotho, His Excellency Mr. Anatoliy 
Ashtovich, at the Royal Palace in Maseru this morning. 
his majesty said the crucial role played by the Soviet 
Union in the recent Gulf crisis by insisting on negotia- 
tion, is worthy of applause [words indistinct] member of 
the Security Council, has been prominent in ensuring 
world peace and survival of humanity. 


His majesty said many Basotho have had training in the 
Soviet Union, and even at present many are still being 
trained in many of the Sovict institutions of learning. 


He said Lesotho is now working hard to return genuine 
power to the people. 
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In response. the new Soviet ambassador to Lesotho said 
his country has always been following with sincere and 
warm feelings the efforts of Basotho in their striving for 
peace, social progress. and international cooperation. 


He said the Soviet Union highly appreciated the devo- 
tion of Lesotho to the cause of strengthening its sover- 
eignty, as well as implementation of the democratization 


program. 


He said his country looked with hope and optimism at 
positive changes currently going on in the Republic of 
South Africa and in the whole southern African region. 


He assured his majesty that [words indistinct] for further 
development and deepening of friendly relations 
between the Soviet Union and the Kingdom of Lesotho 
for the mutual benefit of the peoples of these two 
countries. 


Process for Return to Democracy in 1992 Detailed 


MB1403073691 Maseru Domestic Service 
in English OSOO GMT 14 Mar 91 


[Text] Before Lesotho could return to democratic rule in 
1992 there should be a formulation of a new constitu- 
tion, its approval by the nation, registration of voters. 
and gencral elections. 


This was said by the honorable minister of justice, 
prisons, law, constitutional and parliamentary affairs. 
Mr. Kelebone Maope, when responding to a question in 
the National Constituent Assembly yesterday. 


The question was posed by Mr. (V. Moaye). who asked 
the minister whether he does not deem it necessary to 
start immediately with a population census and to con- 
sider forming the constituency delimination commission 
aS a positive step in preparations for the elections. 


The minister said some of these things could be done 
simultaneously, but at the moment the government was 
expecting that the formulation of the new constitution be 
completed in time. 


He pointed out that another intention of the government 
was to devise identification cards for the public, in order 
to facilitate registration of voters. 


Minister Maope said the government was already nego- 
liating with its friends for funding of such an under- 
taking. He said registration of voters could only be done 
afier political parties were allowed to function afier the 
drawing up of their codes of conduct. 


Military Still Plans for Democracy 


MB1703170091 Maseru Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 17 Mar 91 


[Text] The Chairman of the Military Council and 
Council of Ministers, His Excellency, Major General 
Metsing Lekhanya, says the military still insists that if 
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peace and reconciliation are restored in the country, the 
government will be handed over to civilian rule next 
year. 


Maj. Gen. Lekhanya said this yesterday when addressing 
the public at a mass mecting in the Qacha’s Nek District 
to inform them about the current devclopments in the 
country. 


He expressed the hope that the indifference and dis- 
agreements of people within the political sphere will not 
separate the nation, as had happened tn the past. 


He said disagreements should be worked out in such a 
way that the nation as a whole still contributes effectively 
in the development of their country. 


He assured those who were present there that. once the 
Lesotho Independence Order of 1966 has been reviewed, 
Order Number Four of 1986, which hinders free political 
exercise, will be abolished. 


He, however, expressed dissatisfaction over the present 
situation of reconciliation among the Basotho nation 
since the military took over power three years ago. 


Maj. Gen. Lekhanya appealed to chiefs to work together 
with development councils in the planning and imple- 
menting of development projects within the communt- 
lies. 


The chairman also expressed concern over the high rate 
of soil erosion in the country as a result of deforestation 
and overgrazing. saying that this has led to serious losses 
of fertile land. 


He invited all to participate in conservation and tree 
planting activities during the tree planting day. 


The major general was accompanied by members of the 
Military Council and Council of Ministers, together with 
senior government officials. 


2.5 Million Maloti Allocated to Food Program 


MB1603174891 Maseru Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 16 Mar 91 


[Text] The government has this year allocated 2.5 mil- 
lion maloti to the Food Self-Sufficiency Program, SSP, 
which will be borrowed by farmers to buy agricultural 
implements. 

This was announced yesterday at a one-day farmers’ 
meeting whose objective was to discuss SSP activities in 
the district, and to determine how winter cropping will 
be carried out. 


The meeting resolved that the winter plowing this year 
will start in July, in order to avoid late plowing which 
ofien results in low yields. 


The meeting stated that the Berea tractor owners will be 
given first preference when winter plowing starts, and 
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[Orange] Free State farmers will only be asked to assist if 
there is a shortage of tractors. 


Responding to the farmers’ complaints that the Lesotho 
Flour Mills often reject their wheat harvest on the 
pretext that it is of low grade, the director of crops in the 
technical operations unit, Mr. Mabusane Tsiu, said the 
matter will be negotiated with the flour mill authorities. 


The meeting was attended by farmers and Agricultural 
Department officials. 


Malawi 


Food ‘Urgently’ Needed in Flood-Affected Area 


MB1603200291 Blantyre Domestic Service 
in English 1800 GMT 16 Mar 91 


[Excerpts] His excellency the life president, Ngwazi 
[eagle] Dr. Kamuzu Banda has donated |,725 bags of 
maize, five tonnes of [words indistinct] peas and five 
tonnes of cow peas to the victims of the flash floods in 
Mulanje District. The donation was presented to the 
[words indistinct] by the public relations officer for the 
Malawi Congress Party National Headquarters, Mr. 
Juma Phiri, at a ceremony [words indistinct]. [passage 
with indistinct portions omitied] 


In the meantime, it has been disclosed in Lilongwe that 
about 51.5 million kwacha is urgently needed to provide 
much needed (facilities) in Palombe in Mulanje District 
which was affected by floods. The disclosure was made at 
the second meeting of the Palombe disaster [words 
indistinct] by the secretary to the President and Cabinet. 
Mr. (Justine Malewezi). Briefing the meeting, the 
regional administrator for the south, Mr. (Steward 
Winga) said the money will be needed to construct new 
houses, provide agricultural input, education, telecom- 
munications, and health infrastructure, and food, among 
other things. 


In her remarks, the chairperson of the disaster com- 
mittee, Mrs. [name indistinct] who is also secretary for 
community [word indistinct], commended both the local 
and international communities for responding to the 
government's appeal to assist the flood victims in Pal- 
ombe. 


Explaining the cause of the disaster, the secretary for 
forestry and natural resources, Dr. [name indistinct] told 
the meeting that from the findings of the chief geologist 
in Zomba, the flash floods at Palombe were caused by 
rock destabilization due to the heavy rains that poured in 
the arca last weekend. 


The Office of the President and Cabinet in Lilongwe has 
meanwhile announced additional collection points for 
donations for the flood disaster victims. A spokesman 
for the office said. apart from offices of the regional 
administrators and district commissioners, peopic 
wishing to donate gifts in cash and kind can also do so at 
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[words indistinct] in Mzuzu. Zomba. Limbe. Blantyre. 
Lilongwe old town and the city center. 


Japan Pledges Aid to Victims 
MB2003091691 Umtata Capital Radio 
in English 0800 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[Text] Japan has pledged almost a third of a million 
dollars to help victims of the floods and landslides in 
Malawi. The death toll since the torrential rains began 10 
days ago has been estimated at up to 1.000, while around 
100,000 Malawians have been affected by the floods. 


Japan's cash injection will be used to buy medical 
supplies and follows an emergency grant of $25,000 from 
the United Nations Disaster Relief Organization. 


Around 30,000 hectares of crops were washed away by 
the floods. 


IMF Notes Economic Improvement Due to Austerity 


MB1703 142491 Johar nesbure International Service 
in English 1100 GMT 17 Mar 91 


[Text] The International Monctary Fund. or IMF. says 
the economic situation of Malawi is improving after 
more than two years of strict austerity measures. 


An IMF report says the economic growth of Malawi has 
accelerated significantly since 1989. when strict financial 
discipline was introduced. 


The economic stabilization and adjustment program was 
aimed at dealing with adverse external developments 
affecting Malawi in the first half of the 1980's. 


The report said while the Malawian government had 
refused political reform since independence from Britain 
in 1964, it had been forced to change its running of the 
economy to avert disaster. 


The report indicated that business confidence and 
investment in Malawi had increased significantly as 
austerity measures began to take effect. 


Swaziland 


Senate Questions Government's Foreign Policy 


MB1903204091 Mbabane Swazi Television 
in English 1630 GMT 19 Mar 91 


[Text] The Senate has expressed dismay at the tendency 
of the minister for foreign affairs, Sir George Mamba, to 
absent himself whenever the House of Senate debated 
his ministry's appropriations bills [as heard]. 


The sentiment was first expressed by Senator Ephrahim 
Magagula who was later seconded by Senator Graham 
Todd and Mr. Arthur Khoza. deputy president of the 
Senate and the rest of the ouse followed. The senators 
expressed the hope that the prime minister, Mr. Obed 
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Diamini, who was standing in for Sir George would give 
Satisfactory answers to their questions adding that the 
Foreign Minister himself had always failed to give satis- 
factory replies to their questions in the past. 


Commenting on the ministry's activities, Mr. Khoza 
commended the ministry for opening new missions 
abroad and for purchasing staff houses there. Mr. Khosa 
asked the Prime Minister if government was doing 
justice to himself and the envoys concerned by posting 
one man to represent the kingdom's interest in as many 
as eight countries at a time. Senator Chief Dambuza 
Lukhele asked the Prime Minister if Swaziland is 
extending foreign policy which would help our diplo- 
matic representatives answer any questions on Swazi- 
land expeditiously without first having to consult with 
local authorities and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


The senator said he feared for the integrity of our 
diplomats who he said have to answer questions in the 
absence of a foreign policy which would otherwise serve 
as a yardstick for what they may tell the international 
community about the Kingdom of Swaziland. Senator 
Dambuza warned that whilst some people in Swaziland 
might underestimate the importance of a foreign policy 
other members of the international community thought 
otherwise and attached great importance to this policy. 
He said his fears were sparked by rumors that certain 
international organizations were planning to do some- 
thing to hurt Swaziland for its handling of certain 
current events in this country. 


Senator Ephrahim Magagula complained bitterly about 
the marked absence of the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and his principle secretary, Mr. Philimon Diamini and 
supporting staff in the Senate and wondered how the 
ministry hoped the Prime Minister would cope with 
answering senators’ questions without the assistance of 
staff from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The Senator 
then went on to ask what it was that compelled Swazi- 
land to continue to contribute to the Namibian fund 
when that country was already independent. Senator 
Magagula also wanted to know what purpose was served 
by Swaziland’s membership in the Non-Aligned Move- 
ment if Swaziland could not attend mectings of that 
organization. 


Another senator, Prince Sobandla, wanicd to know what 
criteria was used in selecting delegaics to represent 
Swaziland at United Nations mectings. The prince said 
he was concerned that at the end of the day Swaziland 
appeared to have no representative. especially when our 
only delegate was elected to chair a certain committee. 
leaving his seat on the voting roll vacant. Prince 
Sobandla was also concerned about the government's 
silence on certain burning issues which he said ended up 
being taken up or taken care of by private individuals 
who gave the impression that they represented govern- 
ment. He said his query was based on a request last year 
for the appointment of a foreign relations commitice 
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which would take responsibility for answering queries 
from our envoys in the absence of the minister and his 
principle secretary. 

Senator Prince Gabheni asked the prime minister if 
government had any intentions of establishing diplo- 
matic relations with a neighboring country which he did 
nol name, saying several overseas nations had already 
shown intcrest in such tics with that country. He won- 
dered if Swaziland wanted to be the last country to do so. 
The prince also wanted to know what criteria was used in 
purchasing staff houses for our diplomatic staff overseas. 
He also wanted to know if the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs had a [word indistinct] for the various responsi- 
bilities in the international forum now thal we were 
chairman of the Preferential Trade Area, PTA. 


In reply the Prime Minister said it was unfortunate that 
the political system of Swaziland did not allow for the 
formation of a standing foreign policy. He said the 
deliberations of the senate constituted parts of the for- 
mation of the country’s foreign policy. He said there was 
a healthy system of communication between government 
and our foreign envoys. Mr. Diamini went on to give the 
example of our envoy at the United Nations who he said 
had telephoned secking advice on the subjects of human 
rights and justice which were likely to affect Swaziland at 
United Nations mecting in Geneva. He said the envoy 
was concerned what to say. especially that Swaziland was 
a member of a special committee on human rights at the 
world body. Mr. Diamini said that he had advised the 
envoy that Swaziland had not yet embarked on viola- 
tions of human rights. 


60-Day Detention Order Issue Raised, Reacted To 


Detainees on Hunger Strike Fall Ill 


MB1603162691 Mbahane THE SWAZI NEWS 
in English 16 Mar 91 p 1 


[Report by James Diamini: “60 Day 4 Are in Hospital™} 


[Text] Two more 60-day detainees have fallen ill and 
were yesterday admitied at the Mbabane Government 
Hospital. 


They are university lecturer, Ray Russon and former 
university student, Sabelo Diamini. Both were rushed to 
hospital and admitted in the security ward, according to 
family sources. 


A source in the security ward in the hospital confirmed 
that Russon and Sabclo had just been admitted at the 
hospital yesterday. This is the third time Russon and 
Sabelo were admitted in the Government Hospital in 
Mbabane following hunger strikes. 


The first time they were admitted on the eighteenth day 
of the hunger strike, spent some time undergoing treat- 
ment before they were returned to prison. 
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The second time they were admitted on the fifteenth day 
of the hunger strike, after Sabelo was reported to have 
been so ill that he had collapsed while in the shower at 


the hospital. 


They join two more detainees, Dominic Mngomezulu 
and Boy Magagula who have been tn the security ward in 
the hospital for two weeks. They also fell ill while on 
hunger strike in prison. The hunger strike ts still con- 


tinuing in hospitai. 


The hunger strike 1s in protest against their detention 
without trial. The detainees demand that they be cither 
pul on trial or released unconditionally. 


A family source said when Sabelo and Russon arrived at 
the hospital's security ward the beds were full and they 
had to arrange sponges [as published] for them to sleep 
on. 


Other than the weakness caused by the hunger sirike. a 
family sources says Sabelo has developed stomach 
ulcers. The source says the doctor has told Russon that 
the ulcers were deteriorating because of the hunger strike 
and that if it continues, his condition would worsen. 


“The doctor says Russon’s condition need urgent atten- 
tion,” the source said. Magagula and Mngomezulu are 
also said to be in a “pretty bad condition.” 


Among the five. only Mpandiane Shongwe now remains 
at the Matsapha Central Prison while the others are ill in 


hospital. 


Russon. Mngomezulu, Diamini and Shongwe were 
among |2 trialists who were acquitted of high treason 
last year. Some were convicted for holding a political 
mecting. 


Russon and Mngomezulu were on bail pending an appeal 
against sentence for the political mecting conviction. But 
they were rounded up and slapped with 60-day detention 
orders during the thick of the students boycott in the 
University of Swaziland. 


Russon and Sabclo holed up in the American Embassy 
for a few days, before their request for asylum for 
America was rejected. They later fled to South Africa. 
where they were later arrested and handed over. 


The renewal. for the third time of the detention orders. 
were confirmed carlier this week. 


Meanwhile. the United States has sharply criticised 
Swaziland’s human rights record with a statement con- 
demning detention without trial. 


FRG Envoy ‘Attacks’ Detentions 


MB1I703131091 Mbahane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND SUNDAY in English 17 Mar ¥1 p 2 


[Report by Donny Nxumalo: “German Ambassador 
Attacks Detentions Without Trial” 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 21 


[Text] German Ambassador to Swaziland. Dr Juergen 
Gehl said on Friday he also does not believe in the policy 
of detention without trial. 


Dr Gehl spoke to THE TIMES SUNDAY shortly before 
flying out to Maputo. after he had been herc to present 
his levters of credence. 


About detention without trial, Dr Gehl stated: “People 
should not be detained without trial, instead the, should 
have a fair trial. 


“Thus ts a question of principles recognised by all coun- 
tries that have a democratic constitution.” 


Speaking about his stay in the country. Dr Gehl said he 
was impressed about what he saw and heard. 


“All the people I met were very friendly. | think what | 
have seen 1s a favourable economic development. 


“Also | had a chance to speak to the Prime Munister, Mr 
Obed Diamini and senior officials and got the impres- 
sion that they are serious about doing something positive 
about the political and cconomic development of the 
country.” he said. 


He has been in this post for two months and stated he 
was looking to a pleasant assignment. 


International ‘Pressure’ Mounts 


MB1I703134891 Mbhahane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND SUNDAY in English 17 Mar 91 pp 1, 2 


[Report by James Diamini: “Pressure Mounts for 60- 
Day Men To Be Released} 


[Excerpt] The 60-day detainees have accused the govern- 
ment of bad faith in the negotiations regarding their 
detentions. 


In a letter to the Prime Minister, Mr Obed Diamini, the 
detainees say they were dismayed that the government 
has still not released them unconditionally. Yet a mes- 
sage brought to them by the Principal Secretary in the 
Ministry of Justice was to the effect that they would be 
released. 


The Principal Secretary in the Ministry of Justice, Mr 
Percy Mngomezulu declined to comment on the matter 
when contacted last week. 


The 60-day detention orders against the detainees were 
renewed this week, drawing unprecedented comment 
from many quarters. including the United States govern- 
ment. A world-wide campaign for human rights in Sva- 
ziland is mounting and threatens to affect the economy. 
The latest developments are: 


—The International Confederation of Free Trade 
Unions [ICFTU] is considering ordering 1s members 
10 boycott Swazi goods in ports world-wide. 
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—A delegation from Amnesty International is duc to 
arrive in the country next week to assess the human 
rights situation as international attention gradually 
focuses on Swaziland. 

—The United States came into the open for the first time 
this week by condemning 60-days detention without 
trial following the renewal of the detention order of 
five alleged political activists. 


According to our source, University lecturer, Raymond 
Russon, a 60-days detainee who is seriously ill in hos- 
pital has close connections with the international tradc 
union movement. It 1s his presence among the detainees 
that 1s Crawing the attention of this powerful organisa- 
tron which can cause a lot of harm to the Swazi cconomy 
if it does take the contemplated aciion. Raymond 
Russon 1s also highly respected in the international trade 
union movement, the source said. This ICFTU head 
office is based in Brussels. 


The source says the Amnesty International delegation 
will meet government repesentatives to protest about the 
human rights situation in the country. 


Amnesty has launched protests about human rights 
violations in Swaziland and in countries like Australia. 
Italy, the United Kingdom and numerous others. 


The Swaziland High Commission in London has also 
been contacted by Amnesty representatives. 


Dr Sereko observed the treason trial on behalf of 
Amnesty of the detainees. They were acquitted of the 
charge of high treason. Also represented in the trial was 
the International Commission of Jurists. based in Zur- 
ich. 


The flight from the country of an outspoken member of 
Parliament, Mr Dzingalive Diamini is believed to have 
brought Swaziland into greater international attention. 


Mr. Dlamini said he had fled the country because he 
feared he would also join the 60-day detainees at Mat- 
sapa Central Prison. 


Meanwhile detainees Raymond Russon. Sabclo 
Diamini, Boy Magagula and Dominic Mngomezulu are 
in the Mbabane Government Hospital. seriously ill 
because of a hunger strike. [passage omitted] 


Multiparty Government Discouraged 
MB 1803130391 Johanneshure SOWETAN 
in English 1S Mar 91 p 8 


[Article in “Focus” column: “Strange Things Happen in 
Shadow of Power™] 


[Text] When a Member of Parliament [MP] considers 
advisable to flee into exile although he has apparently 
done nothing illegal. it would suggest an extraordinary 
Situation exists in his country. 
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The flight from Swaziland of Philip Diamini ts in fact 
only one of several indications that the situation pre- 
vaihing there ts indeed extraordinary. 


Mr Dlamini telephoned a local newspaper from 
Botswana to say he had fled because he feared being 
jailed without trial—a fate that has overtaken several 
Swazis in recent years. 


His fear had been sparked by his dismissal from his job 
as personnel manager of a sugar corporation. The corpo- 
ration has disclosed that the order came from “higher 
authority “—a cuphemism generally understood to mean 
King Mswati. Swaziland’s absolute monarch. or 
someone acting in his name. 


The order came after Mr Diamini had asserted in Par- 
liament that a secret group with more power than the 
Prime Minister was making major decisions. including 
the decision last year to fire a cabinet minister holding a 
key portfolio. 


He did not name the minisicr but no Swazi was in any 
doubt that he was referring to the removal of Reginald 
Diadhla as Minister of Justice and his replacement by 
Zonke Khumalo., a former deputy prime minister who 
was involved in a police investigation in 1981 into the 
misappropriation of government funds. 


On the face of u. Mr Diamini appears to have been the 
victim of efforts to prevent him asking awkward ques- 
tions in Parliament about how Swaziland 1s governed. 


While he was hiding out in Botswana, efforts were being 
made to further the case of another Swazi who claims to 
have been the subject of attempts to keep him silent. 


Peter Forbes, a white Swazi with three generations of 
roots in the country. had approached Lord Forbes, head 
of Scotland's Forbes clan, for assistance and protection 
after he had allegedly received death threats if he went 
ahead with court action to suc the Swazi government for 
R{[rand}20 million. 


From the ancestral home at Balforbes in Aberdeenshire, 
Lord Forbes wrote to King Mswati asking him to protect 
Peter Forbes and ensure him safe access to the courts. Mr 
Forbes's proposed court action is aimed at obiaining 
compensation for losing his extensive business interests 
in Swaziland afier he was jailed without trial in 1978. 


He beleves the purpose of his detention was to prevent 
him from exposing high-level corruption in the country. 
In addition to compensation, Mr Forbes 1s secking the 
return of his Swazi citizenship, which has been denied 
him by the Swazi authorities since he was taken to a 
hospital in Johannesburg during a hunger strike he 
embarked on in an effort to force them to give reasons 
for his detention. 


Other Swazis have more recently also resorted to hunger 
strikes in Matsapha prison to protest against their incar- 
ceration without trial. 
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A lecturer at the University of Swaziland, Ray Russon, 
was detained along with three students—Sabclo 
Diamini, Boy Magagula and Mphandlana Shongwe— 
and a lawyer, Dominic Mngomezulu, after they were 
acquitted Ist November of charges of high treason and of 
belonging to a political party, which are banned in 
Swaziland. 


All five have gone on hunger strike, one of them for more 
than 14 days, to protest against being imprisoned 
without trial. 


As was the case with Mr Forbes, they are being held 
under a law that empowers the government to detain 
people for 60-day periods, which can be renewed indef- 
initely, without giving reasons. 


But while Mr Forbes believed he was jailed to silence 
him, there is no clarity about why the others are being 
held. 


The most likely explanation appears to be that there is a 
desire in some quarters to discourage Swazis from agi- 
tating for a multiparty government rather than the 
all-powerful monarchy that now prevails. 


There is no visible link between incarceration of the five. 
the flight of Dlamini the MP and the efforts of Forbes to 
gain safe access to the courts. 


The only thing that appears to be common in all three 
cases is that they evidently demonstrate the readiness of 
some in Swaziland to go to extraordinary lengths to 
suppress public knowledge, open debate and duc process 
of the kind that is taken for granted in Western democ- 
racy. 


Where does the king stand in all of this? Squarely in the 
middle, it seems, for since he has absolute power he must 
be assumed to have absolute responsibility. 


Like his father, King Sobhuza, Mswati is guided by a 
group of advisers. But the identities of the advisers seem 
to be as obscure in his case as they were in his father's. 


The allegations of Mr Diamini the MP suggest a new set 
of advisers might have replaced or joined the old group. 
His firing and subsequent flight suggest in addition that 
they are not anxious for their identities or activities to be 
disclosed. 


‘Outspoken’ MP Returns 


MB1803174691 Mbabane Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 18 Mar 91 


[Text] Outspoken Member of Parliament [MP], Mr. 
Dzingalive Philip Dlamini, is back in Swaziland after a 
dramatic escape to Botswana a fortnight ago. 


Mr. Diamini who called on the Prime Minister Mr. Obed 
Diamini at his office this morning escaped the country 
into Botswana on 2 March after two Tibiyo [Tibiyo Taka 
Ngwane, Minerals of Swaziland—Swaziland national 
development agency] officials visited his place of 
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employment, Simunye Sugar Company, to say that they 
had instructions that he should be fired as personnel 
manager and evicted from the company house. He had 
earlier visited the UNDP [United Nations Development 
Program] office in Mbabane on the instructions given by 
the UN refugee office in Botswana. 


Mr. Dlamini also met the speaker of the House of 
Assembly, Mr. Seth Dlamini. 


Sugar Company Offers MP Job Back 


MB1903071391 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 19 Mar 91 pp 1, 24 


[Report by Gordon Mbuli: “PD is Back; ‘I'm Going Back 
to Parliament as MP.” Says Man From Exile” 


[Text] Outspoken MP[Member of Parliament], Mr. 
Dzingalive Diamini who fled the country in fear of 
detention two weeks ago, is back home. 


Mr. Dlamini returned on Saturday [16 Mar] from 
Botswana where, he said, he was granted political 
asylum. 


Though he declined to elaborate about the events leading 
to his return, it is believed he was recalled home by the 
Government, following an embarrassed two wecks 
during which consultations are understood to have been 
held at high level to establish the source of the threat 
which made the MP to flee. 


The international community also expressed grave mis- 
givings about the incident. 


Yesterday, Mr. Diamini met the Prime Minister Mr. 
Obed Diamini behind closed doors at cabinet offices. 


The MP also met with the Speaker of the House of 
Assembly, Mr. Seth Dhlamini at Parliament house later 
in the day. He said he would be returning to the House of 
Parliament as an MP soon. 


Mr. Diamini who is the personnel manager at Simunye 
Sugar Company, is back at Simunye, where he was fired 
through a message. believed from higher authority. 


The message was sent to Simunye by Tibiyo TakaNg- 
wane [minerals of Swaziland—Swazi National Develop- 
ment Agency] acting managing director Mr. Sipho 
Diamini, who is also the chairman of the board of 
shareholders at Simunye. Tibiyo TakaNgwane is one of 
the shareholders of Simunye. 


But the company is reported to have ignored the order, 
after reports that it did not come from the high authority 
that the messengers claimed they represented. 


The message is also believed to have ordered the com- 
pany to kick Mr. Diamini out of the company house and 
to seize the company car he drives. 
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The crackdown was believed at the time, to have been 
part of official retaliation against Mr. Dlamini, allegedly 
for questions he raises in Parliament, which are under- 
stood to have upset many traditionalists. 


Yesterday, it was learnt through informed sources that 
the management at Simunye has stood by Mr. Dlamini, 
and has offered him his job back. 


The Simunye board, meanwhile, is also understood 
seeking audience with the King this week, to inform him 
about the stand the company has taken regarding the 
position of Mr. Dlamini. 


Speaking after meeting with the premier, Mr. Diamini 
praised everybody who prayed for him from the day he 
fled the country to his return. 


Mr. Dlamini said he was well received by the Botswana 
Government and was granted asylum on Monday March 
4 when he arrived in that country. 


He said the Botswana Government gave him a house and 
told him that he was free to stay with his family. 


He said he first met with the Minister in the President's 
office and then the Minister for Justice and then the 
Resident Representative of the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees in Botswana. 


He said all formalities were made regarding his political 
asylum. 


Mr. Dlamini also met with the cabinet of Botswana and 
high ranking government officials in that country. 


He said the Botswana government was shocked that 
Swaziland does not protect its citizens against harass- 
ment by those in authority. 


“The international community was also very sympa- 
thetic about my situation. | was very surprised to learn 
that | am well known internationally. The international 
community is aware of what is going on here and the 
violation of human rights that is taking place. | must say 
that my return was also because of the pressure exerted 
on the government. 


“Members of international agencies were also shocked to 
learn that we have no protection as Swazi nationals and 
expressed their concern that even MP's can be intimi- 
dated.” 


About his position at Simunye Sugar Corporation, Mr. 
Diamini said he has been assured of his job, but did not 
elaborate. 


“It was all wrong for me to be fired by people who are not 
my employers. If | did something wrong, I expected to be 
fired by my management. 


“It was totally illegal for those officials to intimidate my 
management and order that I be fired. It is painful to me 
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because those people who did this. do not know the 
adverse consequences of the Government interfering 
with the private sector. 


“Investors will not be willing to invest here if Govern- 
ment will still interfere with their businesses like she did 
in my case,.”” Mr. Dlamini added. 


Employer Association Condemns Order 


MB1903072591 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 19 Mar 91 pl 


[Unattributed report: “Employers Unhappy With 60- 
Days"’} 


[Text] The Federation of Swaziland Employers has com- 
plained to the Goverment about the 60-Day Detention 
Order. 


The federation registered their concern on the continued 
use of such a law, when they met the Prime Minister, Mr. 
Obed Dlamini in his office on Thursday [14 Mar], after 
Mr. Diamini renewed a 60-day term against five political 
detainees. 


The Federation President. Mr. Derek von Wissel said 
yesterday that during the meeting, they also raised the 
issue Of MP [Member of Parliament]. Mr. Dzingalive 
Diamini who fled the country two weeks ago in fear of 
being detained under this law. 


MP Mr. Dlamini has since returned. 


Mr. von Wissel however. did not claborate on the talks 
with the Premier. 


Last night, the Prime Minister was reported to be in 
Parliament and could not be obtained for comment. 


On the same day of the meeting. the United States 
Government issued a statement, criticizing the Govern- 
ment for renewing the term against the five men: Sabelo 
Diamini, Ray Russon, Dominic Mngomezulu, Phand- 
lana Shongwe and Boy Magagula. 


The sixth man detained under this law is Prince Mfana- 
sibili. 


Senator on Human Rights Pressure 


MB1903202591 Mbabane Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 19 Mar 91 


[Text] Senator Chief Dambuza Lukhele has warned that 
the international governments and organizations that 
have threatened to victimize Swaziland economically if 
it continued to violate human rights will do just that as 
they have done in other countries. 


Speaking in parliament today Senator Lukhele said there 
is a need to review the country’s foreign policy and make 
less difficult the lives of the men and women who 
represent th®®%country abroad. He said the kingdom's 
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representatives abroad should be able to give answers at 
all times about what 1s obtained at the home [as heard] in 
all countries. 


Responding to this question the prime minister, Mr. 
Obed Dlamini, who was deputizing for the minister for 
foreign affairs, Senator George Mamba, said government 
iS looking into the matter but foreign offices are kept 
informed at all times. Senator Prince Gabheni wondered 
if Swaziland is doing anything to open a mission in 
South Africa as the winds of change in that country have 
drawn the interest of many countries. 


The Prime Minister said Swaziland’s policy is a unique 
one. There are a lot of things to be considered especially 
because some policies in the past reflecting contrary 
images 1s obtained today [sentence as heard]. 


Prime Minister Denies Abuses 


MB2003092891 Mbabane THE SWAZ1 OBSERVER 
in English 20 Mar Yl pl 


[Report by Phinda Zwane: “UN Wrong About Rights?”] 


[Text] Lobaraba—Swaziland is not violating human 
rights nor does she abuse them, says the Prime Minister, 
Mr. Obed Diamini. Mr. Diamini was speaking in Parlia- 


ment yesterday in his capacity as acting Minister of 


Foreign Affairs. 


This was during a Senate session in which the Appropri- 
ation Bill of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs was dis- 
cussed by the House of Senate. Mr. Diamini told the 
Senate that Swaziland was a member of the International 
Human Rights Commitice and therefore adhered to all 
the statutes of human rights laid down. 


He told senators that the Kingdom's representative to 
the United Nations had called on him recently to verify 
disturbing reports that the country was abusing human 
rights. 


In the same discussion, senators strongly attacked the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs for not clearly outlining the 
Kingdom's foreign policy saying that the world was not 
in a better position to know where exactly Swaziland 
stood in regard to her foreign policy. 


The motion to have a clear cut foreign policy was moved 
by Senator Graham Todd. 


Senator Todd observed that there was no feedback from 
the Kingdom's diplomatic mission abroad about how the 
country’s image was outside. 


Senator Dambuza Lukhele requested the Ministry of 


Foreign Affairs to furnish the country diplomats with the 
essential information which they will utilise when faced 
with inquiries about the country’s foreign policy and 
image. 


Senator Ephracem Magagula also made an observation 
about the state of affairs in Swaziland’s foreign offices. 
He made an illustration about the Kingdom's flag in the 
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High Commissioner's offices in London. He said the flag 
was old and needed urgent change or cleaning. 


In reply to the senators, the Prime Minister said the 
Ministry was doing everything possible to portray a good 
image of the country abroad, but regretied that it was not 
so easy for him to dwell much on the foreign policy 
because he could collide with some laid-down rules of 
the Kingdom. He however, assured them that i was 
being debated at higher level. 


Joint Commission Discussed Security Problems 


MB1I803173091 Mbabane Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 18 Mar 91 


[Text] The meeting of the joint Security Commission 
between Mozambique and Swaziland held in Maputo on 
14-15 March agreed on the need to take more concerted 
action as well as review strategies in the fight aimed at 
climinating security problems. 


A statement from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs said 
the Swazi delegation was led by the acting minister for 
Foreign Affairs, Senator Nkoment Douglas Ntiwane. 
whilst the Mozambican delegation was led by that coun- 
iry’s security minister, Major General Mariano 
Matsinhe. 


It said at the opening of the mecting both ministers made 
statements emphasizing the need and importance for 
closer cooperation between the two countries in order to 
resolve problems which are common to both countries. 


Zambia 


Police Officers’ Support for Opposition Questioned 


MB2003 185891 Lusaka Domestic Service 
in English 1800 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[Text] The secretary [words indistinct] member of the 
Central Committee [MCC], Bautis Kapulu, 1s concerned 
with reports that police officers have [words indistinct] 
even declaring their for opposition parties. 


Comrade Kapulu said in Lusaka today that some police 
officers had openly declared their support for the 
emerging Opposition parties. 


The MCC said the police officers should remain loyal to 
the ruling party [words indistinct] their political aspira- 
tions. He was opening the (’second) police officers’ 
political education seminar at Lusaka Theater Club. 


Meanwhile, a senior police officer has assured the nation 
of police neutrality in an era of plural politics. Lusaka 
Division Officer in Command (?Copson Masheku) said 
today that the police will remain neutral and fair in their 
dealings with the public. He said all political parties 
(have been) free to carry out their campaigns but fear of 
intimidation [words indistinct] he said the police will 


26 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


stand ready to face more [word indistinct] in the future 
(?and that) the era of plural politics seems to have bred 
[words indistinct]. 


MMD Members Break Away, Form New Party 


MB2003 185091 Lusaka Domestic Service 
in English 1800 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[Text] According to today’s newspaper reports, some 
members of the Movement for Multiparty Democracy, 
MMD., have broken away to form the National Party for 
Democracy, NPD. 


The papers report that the group, which comprised the 
former [word indistinct] Lusaka Province chairman, Mr. 
(Webby Mwanamungela), the vice chairman, Mr. Tintin 
Mwanza, and representatives from Mongu and Mungwa. 
revealed at a news conference in Lusaka today that there 
are more people, including those elected [word indis- 
tinct] the MMD [words indistinct] to join the NPD. 


NPD Organizing Committee Chairman Mr. Mwanza 
said the concept of democracy as advanced at the 
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MMD's inaugural meeting last July had been thrown 
overboard while trouble and regional [words indistinct]. 


Ndola Rural Chiefs Voice Support for U NIP 


MB2003 185491 Lusaka Domestic Service 
in English 1800 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[Text] Traditional rulers in Ndola Rural have hailed 
President Kaunda’s leadership and (’implored) their 
[words indistinct] to mobilize themselves [words tndis- 
tinct] support for the ruling party, UNIP [United 
National Independence Party]. 


Senior Chief (Duzani) and Chicts (Magia) and (Mwe- 
luna) made the pledge Saturday [16 Mar] at public 
meetings addressed by the area governor, George 
Mlambo, who has just (had) a five-day tour of Ndola 
Rural [word indistinct] the traditional rulers told Com- 
rade Mlambo that they had great respect and admiration 
for the UNIP leadership because tt was practically 
[words indistinct] as custodian [words indistinct]. 
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Liberia 


Further Reportage on National Peace Conference 


Taylor To Abide by Peace Process 


AB2003215091 Paris AFP in French 1916 GMT 
20 Mar 91 


[Text] Monrovia, 20 Mar (AFP)}—Togolese Foreign 
Minister Yaovi Adodo said today that Charles Taylor. 
leader of the National Patriotic Front of Liberia [NPFL]. 
has so far refused to take part in the national peace 
conference that opened Friday in Monrovia out of fear 
for his security. Mr. Adodo made this statement fol- 
lowing a two-hour meeting with Charles Taylor yes- 
terday in Gbarnga (about 150 km north of Monrovia). 


“He will not block the peace process. | do not think 
anyone wants to do so. People are tired of war. If he does 
not come personally, it is for security reasons. He fears 
for his life,” he said. 


Taylor “expressed his desire that the conference should 
be a success. No one wants it to fail. He will keep in 
contact by satellite telephone, fax, telex, and radio,” Mr. 
Adodo added. He also said that Taylor had assured him 
that he would abide by the terms of the two peace 
meetings that took place in Lome, where the warring 
factions had agreed on a cease-fire and to take part in the 
conference. 


According to Mr. Adodo, Mr. Taylor promised to send 
food, water, and electric generators to enable the confer- 
ence to continue. 


The conference is stumbling over procedural issues and 
participants have yet to agree on an agenda. Yesterday, 
the conference allowed members of Charles Taylor's 
NPFL to participate in the accreditation and procedural 
commissions. 


The conference, considered by most of the delegates as 
the last chance to put an end to the 15-month old civil 
war, should elect a new interim president to replace 
Professor Amos Sawyer and a new interim government 
until general elections can be held. It is expected to last 
another 10 to 15 days. 


Prince Johnson, leader of the Independent National 
Patriotic Front of Liberia (INPFL), said today that 
Taylor's intention to head the interim government 
threatens the success of the conference. “Taylor and his 
group are very stubborn; they are standing against the 
wishes of the people,” he said. “Taylor should say that he 
will not contest the elections,” in accordance with the 
Economic Community of West African States (ECO- 
WAS) peace plan, as defined in Banjul in August last 
year and which excluded the interim government presi- 
dent and the faction leaders from the contest. 


Charles Taylor controls most of the country, but an 
interim government established under the auspices of 
the 16 member countries of ECOWAS and led by Prof. 
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Amos Sawyer controls Monrovia, the capital and eco- 
nomic center of the country. Most of the political parties 
support Sawyer. 


Johnson Calls for Peace 


AB1I903 145291 Monrovia Radio ELBC 
in English 0900 GMT 19 Mar 91 


[Text] The leader of the Independent National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia [INPFL], Brigadier General Prince 
Johnson, says any revolution that secks to eliminate the 
people is fascism, adding this is not what the Liberian 
people want. In a LIBERIA NEWS AGENCY interview 
yesterday, Mr. Johnson cautioned Gio and Mano sup- 
porters of Mr. Charles Taylor's faction, to realize that as 
much as he Taylor once eliminated prominent citizens of 
Nimba County, he will one day climinate them too once 
he attains power. Mr. Taylor's forces have been accused 
of killing the leader of the Liberia Action Party, Mr. 
Jackson Doe, and other prominent Nimba citizens. 


The INPFL leader reminded his fellow Nimba citizens 
that the objective of the revolution has been achieved 
and there was no need to continue fighting. Mr. Johnson 
then appealed to the NPFL [National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia] militia to lay down their arms and join other 
Liberians in their efforts to bring peace to the country. 
Let Mr. Taylor leave Grand Gedeh and Nimba Counties 
because, in Mr. Johnson's words, these places [words 
indistinct], and stop holding the people as hostages in 
their homes, if he is serious about peace, the INPFL 
leader told the LIBERIA NEWS AGENCY. 


Meanwhile, Mr. Johnson has said that the successful 
outcome of the ongoing conference here will depend on 
the willingness of every Liberian to sacrifice his personal 
ambition in the supreme interest of the state. Mr. 
Johnson said it was disheartening that despite efforts by 
the Economic Community of West African States, ECO- 
WAS, and international organizations to resolve the 
Liberian crisis, certain individuals including the leader 
of the National Patriotic Front of Liberia, were bent on 
forestalling the peace process. 


Johnson Criticizes Taylor 


AB2003181291 Monrovia Radio ELBC 
in English 0900 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[Text] The Leader of the Independent National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia, Brigadier General Prince Johnson, says 
that the success for the outcome of the ongoing All- 
Liberia National Conference in Monrovia will depend 
on the willingness of every Liberian to sacrifice his 
personal ambitions in the supreme interest of the state. 
He said it was disheartening that despite efforts by the 
Economic Community of West African States, ECO- 
WAS. and other international organizations to resolve 
the Liberian crisis, certain individuals, including the 
NPFL [National Patriotic Front of Liberia] leader Mr. 
Charles Taylor, were bent on (course foiling) the peace 
process. 
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Prince Johnson Opposes New Dictatorship 


AB1703164091 Monrovia Radio ELBC 
in English 0900 GMT 17 Mar 91 


[Text] The leader of the Independent National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia [INPFL]. Brigadier General Prince 
Johnson, says the INPFL will never allow one form of 
dictatorial government to be replaced by another. Brig. 
Johnson appealed to the leader of the National Patriotic 
Front [NPFL], Major Charles Taylor, to lay down his 
arms and give the Liberian people the chance to elect 
their own leader. The INPFL leader was speaking in an 
interview with the LIBERIAN NEWS AGENCY. 


Sierra Leone 


Students Told To Wait for Commission Report 


AB1703133591 Paris AFP in English 2316 GMT 
16 Mar 91 


[Text] Freetown, March 16 (AFP)}—President Joseph 
Momoh in an obvious attempt to defuse the growing 
tension over Sierra Leone's return to a multi-party 
system of government, Saturday advised students to 
“pedal sofily on the multi-party issue’. Mr. Momoh who 
was addressing the executive of the Milton Margai 
Teachers College Students Union at a State House cere- 
mony, said “it would be unwise for students to take to 
the warpath on the one-party issue”. 


He said, “you must not hurry too much but should wait 
for the report of the constitutional review commission 
which will be made soon". The Sierra Leone leader 
reminded the executive that they have a one-man repre- 
sentative “among the 30 other members in the commis- 
sion”. 


His advice came amid demands for the general elections 
due in May to be held under a multi-party system. 
Reports from the provincial areas state that students in 
the Kenema township, near the Sierra Leone-Liberia 
border attacked a bus belonging to the state corporation 
and daubed it with slogans reading “Multi-party now or 
else”. Police are investigating the incident. Lawyers have 
boycotted court sittings since Friday “until an audience 
with President Momoh is had on Monday”. 


The lawyers are to protest against the government's 
“inaction to repair an historic court building gutted by 
fire six months ago”. But independent observers say the 
lawyers are to press the government for “a commitment” 
that the coming general elections will be held under a 
multi-party system. 


Demand Report Be Publicized 


AB1I903175691 Paris AFP in English 1707 GMT 
19 Mar 91 


[Text] Freetown, March 19 (AFP}—Hundreds of stu- 
dents at the University College of Njala, 202 kilometres 
(127 miles) from here, went on strike Tuesday to 
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demand “an immediate national referendum...on the 
multi-party system,” the student association said. 


The students sent a six-point resolution to President 
Joseph Momoh demanding that the report of a constitu- 
tional review commission sect up by the government late 
last year to review Sierra Leone's one-party 1978 consti- 
tution be made public by March 31. 


‘Panic’ Reported Over Corporal’s Revolt Threat 


AB1I903132491 London BBC World Service 
in English 1709 GMT 18 Mar 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Last week, we were called from Sierra Leone by 
Corporal Foday Sebana Sanko. He said he was calling 
from Makeni in the north, and was a member of the 
underground Revolutionary Front. Sanko said he was 
demanding that President Momoh’s APC [All People’s 
Congress] government resign within 90 days and intro- 
duce democracy, or he would launch some kind of revolt. 
His statement was broadcast on our Saturday [16 March] 
morning program, and his threat discussed during that 
program. Now, Sierra Leoneans have been reacting to 
Cpl. Sanko’s comment. Christa Johnson has been 
speaking to some of them. and from Freetown, he telexed 
this report: 


[Begin announcer recording} Corporal Sanko’s statement 
caused panic among many Sicrra Leoneans over the 
weekend. The government has said nothing about the 
corporal’s remarks, but many Sierra Leoneans | have 
spoken to have expressed concern about his threats. One 
prominent doctor told me: It 1s true that we in Sierra 
Leone have very serious problems, both economic and 
social, and the whole [word indistinct] 1s in shambles, 
but we do not want violence. The use of guns which the 
corporal threatened, would only destabilize and ruin the 
lives of Sierra Leoncans. 


Another man | spoke to, a prominent lawyer who 1s 
standing in the coming clections, said: Why cannot Cpl. 
Sanko hold on to his guns, and give us a chance to change 
the Constitution. An editor of one of the leading news- 
papers here told me: We in the press have been advo- 
cating for a multiparty system here, and we will continue 
to do so but let me take this opportnuity to advise Cpl. 
Sanko to give the people a chance. He should not use his 
guns. 


At the end of an annual pilgrimage of 1,000 Christians 
on the outskirts of the capital yesterday, a Catholic priest 
described Cpl. Sanko's statement as chilling. He 
reminded Sierra Leoneans of the civil war in Liberia, 
and its devastating effect not only on Liberians, but also 
on nearby states like Sierra Leone. [end recording] 
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Oil Products Imported To Ease Shortage 


AB1503224491 Paris AFP in English 2208 GMT 
15 Mar 91 


[Text] Freetown, March 15 (AFP)}—Some 500,000 gal- 
lons of petrol were brought into Freetown Friday by the 
Shell and Mobil oil firms in a bid to avert a serious 
petroleum shortages in the West African state. 


A release from the Trade Ministry confirmed the arrival 
of the petroleum products from Nigeria and disclosed 
that an additional 300,000 gallons of petrol will be 
imported by the state-owned National Petroleum Com- 
pany next week. 


The release said that “the importation of the petroleum 
products will ease the present scarcity being experienced. 
Final arrangements are being completed” for new 
imports of crude oil. 


For the past week, there has been a shortage of public 
transportation and queues of vehicles at petrol stations. 
which displayed “no petrol signs.” 


Nigeria 


NEC To Critically Examine Voting Systems 


AB1603181591 Lagos Domestic Service 
in English 2100 GMT 15 Mar 91 


[Text] The National Electoral Commission [NEC] has 
promised to critically examine all the submissions made 
on the open and secret systems of balloting before 
arriving at an appropriate voting system for the country. 
The chairman of the commission, Professor Humphrey 
Nwosu, gave the assurance in Kano today at the end of 
the national workshop on balloting systems. He 
expressed satisfaction with the level of contributions on 
the forum. 


The national publicity secretary of NRC [National 
Republican Convention}, Dr. (Doryi Okukwe), and his 
counterpart in SDP [Social Democratic Party], Professor 
(David Ayenem), told newsmen that they were opti- 
mistic that the various submissions would greatly assist 
NEC in coming up with a vcting system that will ensure 
free and fair elections in the country. A Radio Nigeria 
political correspondent in Kano reports that no commu- 
nique was issued at the end of the workshop. 


2 Parties Support Open Ballot 
AB1S03120791 Lagos Domestic Service 
in English 2100 GMT 14 Mar 91 


{Excerpts} The Social Democratic Party, SDC, has said 
that it favored the retention of the open ballot system for 
all the elections during the transition to civil rule pro- 
gram. The national chairman of the party, Ambassador 
Babagana Kingibe, stated this at Bagauda, near Kano. 
Ambassador Kingibe explained that the suggestion of the 
party was [word indistinct] at the realization that the 
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secret ballot system was neither conducive nor appro- 
priate for the nation at the moment. [passage omitted] 


Similarly, the National Republican Convention, NRC, 
has recommended the open ballot system for all future 
elections in the country. NCR Chairman Chief Tomi 
Kimi made this known in Kano. He said that the secret 
ballot system, unlike the open ballot or queuing system, 
will ensure maximum participation of all eligible voters. 


[passage omitted] 


Vice President Meets Bulgarian Emissary for Talks 


AB1503095891 Dakar PANA in English 0919 GMT 
1S Mar 91 


[Text] Lagos, 15 March (NAN/PANA)—Nigeria’s vice 
president, Admiral Augustus Aikhomu, said in Lagos 
that the Nigerian Government had put in place necessary 
policies needed to create an economic climate for foreign 
investment. Admiral Aikhomu told the deputy prime 
minister of Bulgaria, Aleksandur Tomov, who called on 
him Thursday that the doors of the Nigerian economy 
were open now more than before to foreign investors. He 
said that the government was doing its utmost to 
encourage private and public investment abroad. 


Earlier. Tomov told the vice president that Bulgaria and 
Nigeria had vast economic potentials which should be 
explored for the mutual benefit of the two countries. The 
deputy prime minister said that his country, like the rest 
of Eastern Europe, was witnessing the emergence of 
democracy which, according to him, is a positive devel- 
opment for economic cooperation. 


Investment Accord Signed 


AB1603 182691 Lagos Domestic Service 
in English 2100 GMT 15 Mar 91 


[Text] Nigeria and Bulgaria have agreed to give special 
attention to the promotion of private sector investments. 
They are to explore, in particular, possible active partic- 
ipation in this by financial backers of both countries. 


A joint statement issued at the end of a visit of a 
Bulgarian delegation to Nigeria said the two sides 
reviewed the state of their cooperation in the fields of 
finance, trade, and tourism, industrial cooperation, con- 
struction, petroleum, mining, and transportation. They 
noted with satisfaction prospects for further develop- 
ment of these sectors. It was also agreed that steps should 
be taken to negotiate and conclude a pending draft 
bilateral investment promotion and protection agree- 
ment, as well as a draft double taxation agreement. 


The Bulgarian side expressed interest in purchasing 
crude oil from Nigeria, and in exploring long-term 
cooperation in the petroleum sector. Both sides agreed to 
study the possibility of cooperation in the industry. 
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